3306

Tegislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, 25th January, 1911,

Pa GE

Petition: Mr, Osborn's Land 8electiors ... ... 3308
Questions ; Railwa, “ﬁroject. Norseman.Esperunce 3308
Electoral Population A.gncu.ltuml istricts 3306
Police Quarters, sanitary fees ... ... .. 3307
North-West Const Navigation ... ... 8307

Land Board Secretary 3307
Bills: Abtzngmes Agt Amendmant Eeport atuge. " o508

Tnivarsity, 23.. Com. . 3306
Supply, £377,009, returned ... 8343

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers.

PETITION—MR. OSBORN’S LAND
SELECTIONS.

Mr., JOHNSON (Guildford): T have
a petition to present; it is respectfully
worded and ends with a praver. I
move—

That the petition be read.

The Premier: The hon. member might
tell us whom the petition is from, and
what it is about.

My, JOHNSON: I have to take the
responsibility aceording to the Standing
Orders, of vouehing for the petition being
respectfully worded and ending with a
prayer; further than that I am not sup-
posed to give any information. However,
I have no objection to saying that it is
the prayer of a petitioner who feels that
he has nof received justice at the hands
of the present Government. It has al-
ready been ventilated in the shape of an
appeal made by Mr. Molloy, the peti-
tioner, against the decision of the Land
BEoard in connection with land granted to
Mr, Osborn. The matter has been ven-
tilated in Parliament, and under the Land
Aet Mr. Molloy took the correct eourse of
appealing, but the Minister has ignored
the appeal, and Mr. Molloy is now pray-
ing Parliament that he should be given
the opportunity of having his case heard.

Question passed; petition received and
read.

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON the con-
sideration of the petition was wade an
Order of the Daxy for the next sitting,
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Mr. SPEAKER: 1 find, according to
the Standing Orders, it is necessary to
move that the petition be printed.

Mr. JOHNSON: I wanted to avoid
thatr expense, but, of course, if T am com-
pelled to move in that direetion T shall do
S0.

On motion by Mr. JOHNSOX petition
ordered to be printed.

QUESTION—RAILWAY PROJECT,
NORSEMAN-ESPERANCE.

Mr. HUDSOX asked the Premier: 1,
Has he received the report of the Ad-
visory Board on the Norseman-Esperance
Railway? 2, Will such report be pre-
sented to Parliament during the preseni
session 7

The PREMITER replied: 1, No. 2, Mr.
Paterson, Chairman of the Advisory
Board, informs me that he only received
Mr. Surveyor Watking’ report on the sup-
posed wheat area lying between Esperance
and Norseman on Monday last, Messrs.
May and Hewby’s report, dealing with the
classifieation of the land, has also been
received, so that he now only awaits the
return of the Surveyor General from the
Fastern States before finally considering
and drawing up the board’s report with
regard to the suggested vatlway. The
Surveyor General is expected to return to
the State in about a month’s time.

QUESTION—ELECTORAIL: POPULA-
TIOX, AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS.

Mr. MeDOWALL asked the Attorney
Gencral: What ave the details {giving the
names of the eletorates) of the increase of
the electoral population in the agricultural
distriets by 11,000, as stated by the Attor-
ney General and repeated by the Colonial
Seeretary in another place?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, When I mentioned 11,000 as the in-
crease the reference was to the increase
in the eombined agricultural and pastorval
electoral districts (see Hansard, 1910-11,
page 2862). When the agriculturat dis-
triets only were referred to, in moving the
seroid reading of the Bill, fhe inerease was
given as 10,000 (see Hawnsard, 1910-11,



[25 Jaxvary, 1911.]

page 2204). 2. The details are as fol-

lows:—

AGRICULTURAL,

- —— i g
Bt | 82 179 [ 10 pe
District, 010, | 1905, Icrease. lcrease,

Nelson 2,183 | 1,366 ! 817

Sussex e | 1,492 967 525

Wellington'"... | 1,737 | 1,729 ' 8

Murray 1,140 | L4324 .. 284

Swan 2,823 | 2,635 . 188 | ...

Irwin o | 1,957 | 1,456 501 .

Greenough ... | 1,660 1,275 285

Toodyay 2,113 ] 1,092 1,021

Northam 4785 { 3,371 1414 | ...

York e ] 2,028 2,093, 035 | ...

Beverley ... | 2,715 { 1,434 1,281

Williams 4,160 | 2,222 1,938

Katanning ... | 2,477 | 1,153 1,324

Total Agricul-

tural Electoral
Districts 31,170 | 21,217 -10,237 284
Net Increase . 9,953
PASTORAL,
g | 02 [ 58] 10 | o
District. } 1910.’ 1905, crease./crease.,

(ascoyne | 1,407 573 | 834 | ...

Roebourne ... 520 G667 ves 147

Kimberley 1,618 | 1,124 | 494 | ...
Total 3,545 | 2,364 |1,323 147

Net Increase... 1,181

Grand Total, net In- ,.

rease, Agricultural and
Pagtoral  Electoral
Districts combined ... 11,134

QUESTION—POLICE QUARTERS,
SANITARY FEES.

Mr. COLLIER asked the Premier: 1,
Will he pay the sanitary fees on police
quarters the same as he has promised to
do for the warders vecupying Government
buildings? If not, why not?

The PREMIER replied: 1. No. 2,
Sinee 1st July, 1909, all Government offi-
cials ocenpying Government quarfers have
been charged sanifary fees. The promise
referrod to, as will be seen from a refer-

3807

ence to Hansard, was that the levy shonld
be uniform. The following is an extraet
from the Treasurer’s vemarks in Febru-
ary, 1909:—

All would be placed upon the same
footing, dating as from 1st July next.
If at present the warders were paying
and the superintendent was not, then he
must be placed on the same footing in
that respect as they were, If the super-
intendent was gefting services free so
should the warders.

\

QUESTION—NORTH-WEST COAST
NAVIGATION.

AMr, GORDOXN (for Mr. Murphy) asked
the Premier: 1, Is it a fact that during the
last three years persons without certifi-
cates have been permitted to navigate ves-
gels from ports to ports on the North-
West coast? 2, Have certificates been
granted to persons for the coastal trade
as masters who have never been to sea and
whose experience has been gained solely
on the Swan River? 3, If so, is this not
contrary to our Navigation Act?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, there
have been several cases where men of ex-
perience, although not holding master’s
certificates, have been temporarily allowed
to take charge of small coasting vessels
until a eertificated master ecould he ob-
tained; these are locally owned sailing
vessels earrying wool and stores from port
to port. 2, No. 3, No.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: TIs the Premier
aware that in the North-West a certifi-
cated master or captain is exempt from all
Mame for running on a rock which is un-
charted, and that the owner of the sluv
knows all these rocks, and has to acecom-
pany the certificated officer to point them
out?

The PREMIER: No; I am not aware
of that.

QUESTION—LAND BOARD SECRE-
TARY.

Mr. SCADDAN asked the Minister for

T.ands: 1, Has an appointment been made

to the position of secretary to the Land
Board in accordanee with the regulation
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gazetted during December? 2, If so, were
applieations called for in the usual man-
ner in order to permit officers of the ser-
vice to apply for same? 3, If no ap-
pointment has been made is it intended
to fill such position in the near future, and
what is the proposed salary? 4, If not
already filled, has any person been recom-
mended to the position, and by whom? 35,
Is the person so recommended or ap-
pointed on the permanent ov temporary
staff?

Mr. MALE (Honorary Minister}, for
the Minister for Lands, replied: 1, Yes,
temporarily. 2, Applications are not
called to fill positions temporarily. 3.
A Class “BE” position in the Clerieal Divi-
sion on the permanent staff—salary £170
to £200—is being created. Applications
to fill same will be ealled by notice in the
Government (Gazette. 4, Yes, Mr. John
Lyall has been recommended by the board
5, Mr. Lyall is on the temporary staff.

BILL—ABORIGINES ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Raport stage, ete.

On motion by the MINISTER FOR
MINES report of Commitiee adopted.

Bill read a third time, and returned
to the Legislative Council with amend-
ments.

BILL—UNIVERSITY,
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previons sit-
ting.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbam); In re-
gard to this question we have heard a few
speeches, and much has been written, but
in my opinion the main consideration has
never received any attention yet, and that
is, in regard to the deseription or kind
of university which we are about to «s-
tablish. The Premier, in introduneing the
Bill, followed very closely the report
wlich has heen presented by the Royal
C'ommission appointed to inquire into the
matter. and, although the West Australian
wcave him eredit, and justly so, for making
a clear and lucid explanation of the Eill,
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I would like o say that perhaps the
gecretary of that eommission could have
given an equally lucid exposition from
the Speaker’s gallery, or anywhere else.
The member for Cune has to an extent
dealt with this question, and has referred
partieularly to the cost of the instifution,
a subjeet worthy of consideration, and
the relation of the university to our edu-
cational system, buf, after all, the main
question we have to consider is this: Is
the university whiech is proposed in the
Bill the one which is likely to do the most
zood, and to effect the most benefit to
Western Australia? TIs the system pro-
posed the best possible system, and is il
one that we should adopt? There has
been mueh verbiage used fo point oot that
Western Australia has not bad a uni-
versity sn early in its developmentak
career as many of the other States of the
Commonwealth, but I rather admire the
system that has been adopted in Westatn
Australia-——the system of starting from
the bottom and educating the masses be-
fore we start te spend thousands in edu-
eating the select few. It has been poinied
out that New South Wales started 50 or
60 years ago with a university, and we
must remember that that was a very long.
long time before they had introduced free
education for the children of the masses.
Such a system was bound to be a failure,
and it was a failure. I just mention lhis
in regard to New South Wales because
it eomes to my mind that only recently
we vead in the Press that at a meeting of
the Senate. or some oflier high and lofty
party of pedants in New South Wales,
it was pointed out that there were only
five or six men, who had passed through

the XNew South Wales universily,
in public life in Australia at that
fime. The faet thal a university that

has been established for over half a cen-
tury has only half a dozen men in publie
life is eertainly a very considerable con-
demnation of that institution.

Mr. Horan: On the contrary, it shows
their good sense.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: Possibly it does
show their gond sense, and it is a wonder
that the hon, member does not nse that
sense which he possesses.
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Mr, Horan: This is not the place to use
it.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: In considering
this question it has been stated to me
that we should accept this Bill almost
without discussion, and that to delay it
would be almost a erime. I contend that
it would be far better to delay this Bill
for a year or two, or even five years, so
long as we get a good Bill, and a good
university at the finish. The whole suc-
cess and benefit of a university, in oy
opinion, will depend on whether we
have a proper university, and if we pass
this Bill handing over fo a couvoeation
and senate the whole control and manage-
ment of our university, we are placing it
beyond the control of Parliameni; we
are passing it into the contrel of those
who have been educated in the universily
and all the conservatism, all the old ideas
that are existing to-day will exist unlil
these people die ont. This Parliament
proposes to band over the sole and entire
conirel of that university to outsiders,
who are, it must be acknowledged, the
most conservative minds in Western Aus-
tralia.
matler of 25 or 30 years before we are
bkely to get any reform or any improve-
ment irr the system. So I say again it is
desirable that we should diseuss and ¢on-
sider this matter, and if we delayed it
four or five years, or even ten years, we
would still be better off than if we form
a university which will retard rather than
accelerate the progress of this State. I
just want to go shortly into the question
of university teaching. It is a fact well
known that an oft-repeated fallacy is
generally aecepted as  demonstrated
truth, and we have been told for such a
number of years that the uuiversity edi-
cated man is entirely superior to the man
who has not that university education, tiat
we have a sort of respect for him; we
have, as it were, to draw back and eringe
to the university man. I remember the
time when I had to take off my hat and
bend my knee to any man with a degree;
but being somewhat of an inquiring turn
of mind I have inquired what these uni-
versity men have done for the world. I
ask, “YWhere are your university men™’!

If we pass this Bill now it is a.
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Later on I will inquire why there are no
university men in this Parliament. I
wish to point out that theve are very few,
if any, great men who have had the ad-
vantage of a ubiversity education, while
on the other hand all the world’s greztest
heroes, all those heroes we_revevenced as
boys and still reverence and worship,
were non-university men. I have a list
of some of those who suceeeded in this
world as soldiers without a universily
education. We have Cromwell, Welling-
ton, Grant, Napoleon, Washington, and
Lord Clive. When my erities are rising
and are going to point out my sublime ig-
norance on this and other questions—
which will be no argument—I would like
them to show some facts. I will ask them
to put up some fighters in comparison
with thal list of mine. I have given n
list of non-university men who have fonght
and won.

Mr. Coilier: And it does not exhaust
the list. )

Mr. UNDERWOOD: No. Then we
came along to the sailors. We have

Columbus, Cook, Nelson, Dampier, Drake
and Van Tromp; and this list does not
include Murphy of Fremantle. I. will
ask those who contend that without a uni-
versity we eannot possibly progress, ean-
not possibly do anything, and that we are
lagging behind for want of a university,
to put up some sailors against that list.
Then we come to a few writers. We have
Shakespeare, Burns, Diekens, Seott, Car-
lyle, and Mark Twain. T would ask uni-
versity men to put up some writers
against those. 1t is the same in every
line of life. We have the great religious
reformers Luther and Knox, and among
great explorers the great lraveller and
missionary Livingstone, We have the.
great anti-slavery President, the great
lawyer in America, Abe Lineoln. Then
when we come to the other sex we have at
least Florenee Nightingale and Joan of
Avre. Itis a fairly long list, but the names
I have not read out of those who have
achieved success without a university edu-
cation are legion, and the names of those
who have achieved success afier passing
through a university ean be counted on
the fingers of one hand, This is worthy



3310

of the consideration of any seripus man.
I just want to say a few words in regard
to some of the inventors. I shall not run
through the list, but it is almest impos-
sible to find an inventor who went to a
university or had the advantage of a uni-
versity education. With the exception of
Lord Kelvine there are practically no in-
ventors who had a university edueation.
I would like for one moment to dwell
upon the position of James Watt. He
was an instrmment maker, an ordinary
mechanie, who was called into the Glas-
gow University to repair the model of a
steam engine by means of which the
students were instrueted in the science of
steam power. Looking over that model,
James Watt, the mere mechanie, was able
to make improvements on it which have
been to the lasting benefit of the eivilisa-
tion of this world. We have this position,
and one we condemn always, and one
which 1 hope will never come into a West-
ern Australian university—the students of
the university, pampered, fed, treated on
the best of this world, had to bring in an
ordinary mechanic to mend their model
of a steam engine, and that mechante,
James Watt, wounld have been, and would
be now, considered nunworihy to have a
drink with those students—at any rate
would be considered unworthy to feed at
the same table with them; they might
pass him a drink as mere condeseension
and patronage. Yet James Watt could
come in and show those students how fo
make machines. The point I want to
draw from this is that when we start in
Western Australia we want our pupils to
learn not only all about the steam engine
from a model, but also how to repair
a model, and above all things that the
mechanic is as good a man as they are.
There are a few men who have achieved
suceess absolutely in spite of a university
education. The first instance I will take
is Macaulay. We find on reading the
history of Macaunlay that after two years’
tuition “he had not aequired the art of
classical eomposition as taught at public
schools and heartily disliked the practice.
He won, however, a prize for Latin de-
elamation at Trinity.” There we have it.
Had Macaulay, in what Tate calls *‘those
golden formative years,”’ submitted to the
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pedantie ponderous system taught by vur
university professors we woutd never have
had those writings of Macaulay's; they
would have been mere platitudes and ver-
biage; but because Macanlay could not
and would not learn their system we had
a great writer. On the other hand we
find that he took prizes for Latin de-
clamation. Now to those who have read
Macaulay, to the nneducated like myself
and 98 per eeni. of the rest of Austira-
Lians, what is the greatest fanlt with Mae-
anlay? In my opinion practically the
only fault with Maeaulay is his extensive
use of Latin—phrase after phrase of
Latin which the ordinary reader eannot
umterstand—ihereby absvlutely spoiling
his works, great writer and all as he was.
In the first place his style was natural-
born in the mind, in the second place
that pedantic, contemptible method of
using a language which the people do not
speak was forced into him by the “dog-
latin pumps” of the university. Another
fairly great man whom the upiversities
claim as having achieved suceess after
passing through a university, is Darwin,
and yet we find this written about Dar-
win. He went to a university, made no
very great suceess, and before he had ob-
tained his diploma he went to South
Ameriea in a ship called the “Beagle,”
and this is written about him—

It is impossible to overrate the in-
fluence of the voyage on Darwin’s
career. It was both his edueation and
his opportunity. He left England un-
tried and almost uneducated for science.
He returned a successful collector, a
practical and brilliant geologist, and
with an idea and general knowledge of
zoology gained at first hand in many
parts of the world.

That is where Darwin learned—not at the
nniversity, but from nature;: and I want
to say right here that no man who has
not had a fair study of nature, no matter
what he may know of the dead past. can
be very sueeessful in the live present.
But universities have a method of claim-
ing the credit for almost every man’s
success. If he achieves success the whole
of it is put on to the sunccess of the
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university. For instance, we have this ve-
garding the life of Lord Kelvin—

But Cambridge bad a ¢laim of ber
own upon Lord Kelvin. She possessed
him during those incomparable years
through which a man of gemius passes
as through a polden gate into the
region open only to a few—the region
of great achievement.

As a matter of faet universities could not
possibly have stopped Lord Xelvin’s
scientifie and inquiring ruind, and there-
fore he got throngh in spite of them.
Theve are hundreds of thousands of para-
graphs of this deseription claiming credit
for the universities. This reminds me of
that eouplet of Goldsmith’s—

As puffing quacks some caififf wretch pro-

cure
To swear the pill or draught has wrought
a cure.

Speaking of Goldsmith reminds me that
that gentleman himself also constituted
another very prominent and able exhibi-
tion of the absolute failure of university
teaching. The universities of Hungland
and of the Continent were fond of having
a lilt at Goldsmith’s turning out a very
indifferenl physician. As a matter of
fact they had overlooked entirely, indeed
they never knew and never would have
known, that in Dr. Goldsmith Nature had
provided the world with a poet, a writer,
and an historian, while the pettiness of
the upiversity tried to make of him a
doctor, After all we have to consider this
question seriously, In theory theve is no
possible donbt the trained iutellect is bet-
ter than the unirained intellect. To judge
it by the physieal, the physically trained
man altogether outelasses the untrained
man.  And it should be so. The trained
intelleet will surpass the untrained intel-
leet, and, therefore, we must look to the
faults in the university system of teaching
and noi in the teaching itself, not in the
guality of the teaching. I say the train-
ing of the intelleet is absolutely the best
possible thing we ean engage in. But we
must train it in the rvight way. The abso-
lute failure of the universities in the past
has been owing to the fact that they have
not tauwght in the right way. Therefore I
eaution Western Ausiralia and this

3311

Parliament against following a sys-
tem which has proved a failure.
We are continnally told, it is
reiterated until almost everybody be-
lieves it, that the universities are
doing great work, that the great publie
schools of England produce the greatest
men in the world. Patterson has cariea-
tured this fairly well in his Querlander,
when he says—

The new chum rode to the homestead
straight,
And he told them a story grand,
Of ﬂ:ie desperate fight he fought that
ay
‘With the king of the over land.
The tale was sent home to the public
schools
Of the pluck of the English swell,
How the drover fought for his very life,
But blood in the end must tell,

Where on this earth did it tell? I want
those supporting this university question
to tell us where blood, as represented in
university education, has told. All the
disasters that have befallen the British
arms, all the British soldiers that bave
fallen, or almost all of them, bave fallen
when led by university men. Where else
has it told 7 Has it ever told in any physi-
cal performance where there can be a
contest?  Does it tell on the cricket
ground; in the football field; in the swim-
wming bath, or the rowing boat? Cannot
the ordinary, uneducated man beat them
at anything from 50 yards to 26 miles?
Can they ride a bicyele? Can they get
in a pugilistie ring?

Mr. Seaddan: Yes.

Mr. UTNDERWOOD: Then they will
soon get knocked out if they do. “Blood
in the end must tell” Can they ride a
horse? As a matter pf fact in every per-
formance in this world which requires a
contest, where there are only two in it
the wuniversity man is second; if there are
20 in it the university man is twentieth.
I want the Premier to demonstrate to me
where this blood has told. The only thing
it ever told was a very considerable ex-
aggeration of its own value. Now in re-
eard to menial, intellectual avocations; we
will also inquire into these, and we will
see if the university teaching has told
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here. 1 will take the rveport of the Com-
mission en this. If reads as follows:—

Men of seience, onr leaders of indns-
try, and the chiefs of our politieal par-
ties all agree that our present want of
higher edueation—in other words, pro-
perly equipped universities—is heavily
handicapping us in the present race for
eommercial supremaey, because it pro-
vides a relatively inferior brain power,
whieh is leading to a relatively redunced
national income.

That is printed here as lbeing from Sir
Norman Lockyer. Further on we have it
again stated—

No one can fail to recognise the
world’s leaders of the future will come
from those who stand highest in their
command of the subjeets in which the
modern university has been established
to give advanced instruction.

Now I do pot know what is the opinion of
the leader of this particular party, but
I want to say to him that if he is of
opinien that a university man could lead
this party better than he ean, it is up to
him to resign and get work.

Mr. Scaddan: You are too candid; what
about the Premier?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Aad if the Pre-
mier believes, as he says be does—but I
know he made the statement nnthinkingly
—if he thought for one moment there
were better men than he to fill the posi-
tion, if he thought a university man would
make a better Premier than he, he wounld
resign—if he thought a university man
could run the country better than he can,
he would get out. '

Mr. Scaddan: Would he?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: A number of

men, particularly on this side of the
House, have told me it wonld be
the pgreatest possible impertinence
in me to speak against the TUni-
versity Bill.  University men, they
sald, arve better than mnon-univer-
sity men, If that is so, these who

told it to me should resign and let univer-
sity men take their places. But, as a
matter of fact, university men have been
steadily pushed out of polities. We will
have to get a new axiom to read, “Ii is
easter for a poreupine to go backwards
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down a canvas huse than for a universiiv
man to get into Parliament.” As a matier
of fact we have two in this Chamber, and
a few in another place. The last trench
of the upniversity man in polities is a
Legislative Couneil. There are numbers
of them in the fossilised Chamber in Vie-
toiia. and more in the Tasmanian House
of Dodery; otherwise the university man
has passed entirely out of polities. And
when we are talking about spending a
fair sum of money it is up to us to ask
onrselves the qnestion whether it is worth
while spending . What are we to do
if we find men from {he shearing shed,
from the mines, from the boot faetory,
from the warehonse, from the econnting
honse and from the Subiaco soap works—
what are we to do if it is found that these
men are the people likely to be selected
by the populace of Australia for publie
positions!  Then, possibly, it is  not
worth all this cost of running a Univer-
sity. In regard to commeree also, we are
tald in these same paragraphs I have read
that the university does preat work, and
that without a university we eannot have
proper commerce. One thing I have read
in this report was that the great commer-
cial industries of Western Australia were
being bnilt, and that when they were actu-
ally built up, we would require university
men to carry them on, Ii seems that dur-
ing the trials and difficulties of the pion-
eering days the non-university man can
do it; he can build up great commereial
firms and manufactoring industries, but
when he has built them up it will be neces-
sary to have a university man along to tell
him how to manage them. Let us consider
the great commercial men of the world;
take Tyson, the late M. Tyson; take Mr.
Angus, of South Australia; take the eom-
meveial firms; take Kidman & Copley, and
the old Dalgety firm, and you will find
there is not in the great induslrial and
commercial firms of Australia a upiver-
sity man amongst them. They all built
up from igrorance, just as I got my posi-
tion. The leader of the Opposition ve-
minds me that the university man is useful
as a cleck. If we go further we are
reminded in almost every novel we read, in
every musical comedy or other trashy rub-
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hish we go to see at the theatre—in each
of these we are presented with the ignor-
ant, uneducated American milliouaire, the
Chicago pork packer. Right throungh the
world it lias come to be vecognised that it
is the ignorants. as the pedagogue would
term them, whe prove suecessful. and the
cultured man who fails to suceeed. Take
Carnegie, the great American; he is no
university man. T am preity well econfi-
dent that while the present svstem is
continued we will have this eontinued fail-
ure on the part of the univer-
sity man, The great fault, in my
opinion, the main reason for this
failure on the part of the wuni-
versity man. is that from his ehildhood
up there is instilled into him an undne
amounnt of arrogance and snobbery: he
is taught from his childhood that he is
superior to the man who has to work, to
the ordinarv individual about bhim; and
when he has gone to the university and
learned to do Plato, or some other flap-
doodle philosopher, in the original Greek,
he considers he las accomplished all
that a wan has to accomplish, whereas,
as a matter of faet, he has not begun.
After he Dhas done that he bhas
got to begin where 1 Dbegan., in
the sehool of life. They are faught
also in the dead past. The teach-
ing in universities—I speak of English
and Australian Universities—is more of
the dead past, the live present and the
future are nezleeted. Well might Lawson
wiite—

You seek for truth in the langnage dead,

In the dust ’neath tower and steeple;

What know you of the tracks we tread,
What know you of anr people?

There is the failing of the university

man. He knows nothing of our
people. that 1is what has to be
learned. He e¢an  lemrn  till  he

can  absolutely hold ne mare of the
dead past, and then he will not know how
to ent down an ordinary jarrah tree. If
we are going to make the University one
that will be of advantage to Western Aus-
tralia we must also teach our scholars
something of the life of the eountry they
are m and something of human nature.
We must also teach them to respect their
{119}

tellow mau, whether he be the scavenger
or the don who is trving to teaell him.
Now we come to the question of what is
likely to be tauglit in this particular Uni-
versity, We find in the report—and I
presume this report will be correct because
the pentlemen who formed this Commis-
sion will be appeinted to the Senate—
and we are somewhat restricted in our
selection, for there are not too many men
whe have these marvellovs aceomplish-
ments that will enable them to aet as
senators to the University, therefore {
take it most of the gentlemen who weve
on the (Commision will eventnally he
elected to the Senate. who will control this
University. We are told that faecnlties
are to be formed in arts, in science,
in law, and, perhaps, in music. and

at a later date. medicine and sur-
gery, and in  another part of the

report it says, ‘‘we eould not possibly
take medicine at the present time be-
cause it is too expensive.” I just wish to
say right here that, in my opinton, if there
is one thing that is absolutely necessary
for us to teach it is medical science, and
I want to say, therefore, that until we
ean afford to teach medical selence we
ean afford nothing at all. There is no
science so important to the people
of Western Australia as medical
seicnee and, as I said, until we
can  teach it and until we ecan
afford to teach it we should teach
nothing else. We should save our money
until we can get the medical science fairly
going, and until we teach medieal science
we cannot afford to teach anything else,
becanse it is of great importance to this
country.

Mr. Collier: We can afford to turn vut
briefless barristers.

Mr. UNDERWOOQOD: Yes; we can
afford to turn out briefless barristers, and
I shall have something to say about barri-
sters later on, as to the system in force
in connection with the teaching of barri-
sters, and T have no doubt the member
for Boulder will be able to add to the re-
marks which T make on this question. We
are to have a faculty in classies, and it
behoves ns to inguire what are classies.
After all, the nearest definition T can get
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to it is something that was written 200
years ago. The dictionary goes baek fur-
ther, and no doubt the university pedants
could go back still further. At any rate,
it is sufficient to say that what is consi-
deved as a classic is such a great philo-
sopher as Plato. and as there are not many
readers of Plato here, notwithstanding
that members have a desire to lmpress
their andiences frequently with ‘heir
learning, I will read a few sentences {rom
Plato to show some of the members what
a classic is. Here he is speaking un
honesty and justice, and he goes on some-
thing like this—

When then is it, with respeet to the
joint applieation of money, that the
just man is more unseful than others?
When it is to be deposited and be safe,
Socrates! 1o you not mean, when
there is no need to use it, but to let it
Ilye? Certainly. When, then, money
is useless, justice is then useful with
regard to it? It seems so. And when
a pruning-hook is to be kept, justice is
useful both for a community and for a
prartienlar person; but when it is to be
used, the art of vine-dressing is useful.
it apears so.

That is the style. It is on pages 8 and 9
of Spens’ Transkation. and thal gees an
for 21 pages, and at page 30 he eventually
arrives triumphantly at a wrong conclu-
sion. ft goes on—
But the intelligent is wise? 1 say so.
And the wise is good? I say so. Bt
the good and the wise will not want to
exceed one like himself, but the nnlike
and econtrarv? [t seems so, said he.
But the evil and the ignorant wants Lo
exeead both one like himself and his
opposite? It appears so. Why then,
Thrasymachus. said I. the unjust desires
to exceed both one unlike and one like
himself. Do not you say so? T do, said
he. But the just man will not desira
to exceed one like himself but one un-
like? Yes. The just man, then, said [,
resemtbles the wise and the good, and
the unjust resembles the evil and the
ignorant. It nppears so. But we ack-
nowledge that each of them was such
as that which they resembled. We ack-
nowledge so, indeed, The just man,

[ASSEMBLY.]

then. bath appeared tu us iv be good
and wise, and the unjust to be ignorant
and 111,

That is absolutely inaceurate, and to give
the best possible evidence of that I would
refer members to Macaulay’s Essay on
Bacou. wheve he shows that Bacon was
the wisest, and ihe best educated man
known in English history, and at the same
time he was the most unjust, most trea-
eberous and most onreliable man who ever
held a position in an English Government.
We arve told that is a classie, and that we
are to read and stody it. They go so far
as to say that the ordinary man eannot
vead it until he has a thousand-a-vear
man to tell him how. I am not alto-
gether antagonistic to these people of old,
for there seems to have heen a humorist
in the old days: the man who invented
the term platonic love has my faney, anmd
how applicable it is. Platonie love means
there is nothing in it, and how true that
is of Plato. Whilst speaking of platonie
love T have in my mind the definition given
by Chambers in his dictionary. Chambers
gives it as, “love into which sexual de-
sire is supposed not to enter at all.” When
we come to think of it there is a lot of
Secoteh caution in that, 1 can imagine
Chambers saying, “a man eaunot be ioo
careful in these maiters.” Ii is said that
the reading of this if it does nothing else
trains the mind, but it trains the mind in
the wrgng way. It teaches one to define
undelinable things. it trains the mind to
use all sorts of verbiage instead of coming
exactly to the point and speaking in
language that people ean understand. The
worst possible training any young mind
conld have would he to read Plato seri-
ongly, especially .if it is pushed inta him
by a pedantie don at a university. Again,
in the classics we come {o the cuestion
of dead [angnages, of Latin and Greek. I
see there has heen some greal eommotfion
at one of the English aniversities owing
to the fact that Greek has been left out of
the compalsory subjects, but Latin is still
retained, and in this very report I think
Professor Naylor, in giving evidence,
said to the Commission that he held to the
doctrine that even a ploughboy should
learn Latin. 1 wanl to make a few re-
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marks about Latin. It has been generally
understood that I do not know much about
if, and my experience is that there are 99
per cent, of the members in this Chamber
in exactly the same position. As a matier
of faet, will the Premier when he replies
tell us the use of learning Latin, fell us
why we should have Latin forced on our
boys at the rate of a thousand a year.
If we go through the varions literature
that comes our way we find that almost
all the great writers, as I said, have
considered that Latin is necessary. For
instance, we read of a man named Japhet,
whose principal occupation seemed to be
looking for his father, and he spoke to
Malohoir and he used a Latin dictionary,
and Japhet replied in medical preserip-
tions, We have a few remarks from
Dickens that may not be out of place in
an assemblage like this, Dickens was des-
eribing a meeting of the ladies’ monthly
linen distribution society, and they were
forced to make somewhat of a sensation,
and they applied for a lecturer. It goes
on to say—

‘The meeting was held; the orator (an
Irishman) came. He talked of Green
- Isles—other shores—vast Atlantie-—-
bosom of the deep—christian charity—
blood and extermination—merey in
bhearts—arms and hands—altars and
homes—household gods. He wiped his
eyes, he blew his nose, and he quoted
TLatin. The effect was tremendous—the
Lalin was a decided hit. Nobody knew
exactly what it was about, but every-
body knew it must be affecting, because
even the orator was overcome. The
popularity of the distribution society
among the ladies of our parish is un-
precedented; and the child’s examina-
tion is going fast to decay.

That is just about the use for
Latin. There is one other thing I
must say before passing over this ques-
tion, and that is with regard to such men
as Goldsmith. There are many of us,
readers of Goldsmith, who desire possibly
at some future (ime to visit the old eoun-
try, and while there to go and see the
tombstone of Goldsmith. T would cer-
tainly like to go there myself as I am a
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great appreciator of his writings, What
do we find? That every word on Gold-
smith’s tombstone was written in Latin
by pedantic Dr. Johnson. Just think of
it for one moment. The language which
(Goldsmith did so mueh to enrich, the lan-
guage which did so much for Goldsmith,
was not fit in the opinion of arrogant Dr.
Johnson to mark the last resting place of
Goldsmith, Tt is practices such as this
whieh make one feel an unbounded con-
tempt for all university men. Continuing
again on this question of Latin, we in-
quire where this idea of quoting Latin
originated, Seemingly we are to imagine
that we are superior persons because
we can quote Latin. I turn to Green’s
Short History of the English People, page
414, and I find this——

Mr. Horan: Is this comic history?

Mr. UNDERWOOQOD: No, this is serious
history. That is what it is—

In the middle of the fourteenth
century the great movement towards
national unity which had begun under
the last of the Norman Kings seemed
to have reached its end, and the perfect
fusion of conquered and conquerors into
an English people was marked by the
disuse, even amongst the nobler classes,
of the French tongue. In spite of the
efforts of ihe grammar sehools, and of
the strength of fashion, English was
winning its way thronghout the reign of
Edward the Third to its final triumph
in that of his grandson. “Children in
school,” says a writer of the earlier
reign, “against the nsage and manner of
all other nations, be compelled for to
leave their own language, and for to
construe their lessons and their things
in French, and so they have since Nor-
mans first came to England.  Also
gentlemen’s children io be taught o
speak French from the time that they
be voeked in their cradles, and
know how to speak and play with a
child’s toy (and uplandish or country);
men will liken themselves to gentlemen,
and strive with great busyness fo speak
French for to be more told of.”

Is that not so to-day? Tt certainly would
encourage one’s belief in the idea that our
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aneestors at one time lived in trees. I will
read a little further on—

*This manner,” adds a translator of

Richard’s time, “was much nsed before
the first morrain (the plague of 1349),
and is since somewhat changed:; for
John Cornwal, a master of grammar,
changed the lore in grammar school and
construing of French into English; and
Richard Pencryeh learned this manner
of teaching of him, as others did of
Pencryveh. So that now, the year of vur
Lovd, 1385, and of the second King
Richard after the conquest nine, in all
the grammar schools of England ehild-
ven leaveth French and eonstrueth and
learneth in English.! A more formal
note of the ehange is found when Eng-
lish was ordered to be used in courts
of law in 1362 “becanse the French
tongue s much unknown'; and in the
following vear it was emploved by the
Chancellor in opening Parhiament.
Then we have an excellent example of
whal grammar shools did in conmeetion
with this glovious language of ours. I
will speak later on with regard te the
English language, but T want to say now
what is platitnde, and that it is that it is
absolutely the greatest langnage the world
has known.  In Craik’s Euglish Litera-
ture and Language, we find on page 152
the following:—

What was the history of the vernaen-
lar For this lirst eentury and a half
after the Norman Conquest. throughont
which evervthing native wonld  thos
seem lo have been in a course of grad-
nal re-emergence trom the general fur-
eign inpndation that had overwhelmed
the ecountry We have no historical
record of statemenl as to this matter:
the question can onlv be answerail, in so
far as it ean be answered at all, from an
examination of such compositions of the
time in the vernacular tongue as may
have eome down to us. The prineipal
literature of this period. it will have
hen seen from the above nntices, was in
the Latin and French langnages. 1n
the former were wrilten mnst works
on subjects of theology. philosophy.
and history: in the latter most of {hem
intended rather to amuse than to in-
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torm. an address not to students and
professional readers, but to the idlers
of the court and the upper classes, by
whom they were seldom actually vead,
oy much expected to be read, but only
listened to as they were recited or
chanted (for most of them were in
verse) by others. How far over soriety
such a knowledge of the imported
tongue®came to extend as was requisiie
for ihe understanding and enjoyment of
what was thus writen in it has been a
malter ot dispute. The Abbe de la Bue
coneeives that a large proportion, even
of the middle classes, and of the town
population generally must have been so
far Freachified; but later anthorities
loak upon this as extravagant snpposi-
tion Tuv whatever portion
of society in England an aequaintance
with this French literature was confined,
it is evidenf that it was for some (ime
after the Conquest the ouly literature
of the day that, without addressing it-
self exclusively to the learned classes,
still demanded soine measure of eulti-
vation in its readers or auditors as well
as in its authors It was the only popu-
lar literature that was not adapted to
the mere populace. We might infer
this even frem Ihe facl that, if any
otlhier ever existed. it has woslly per-
ished.
1 wish to intpress upon the House wiih re-
gard to this conlinual attempt to force
Latin down our throats thal we have here
a language which has lived right through
the Latin and the French. All the gram-
mar sehools. priests and philesephers have
used Latin; but the mere populace, the
isnovants of FEngland. gave the world
the finest language it has ever had.
When we put a sign over thiz bnilding
after it is finished it will be in a language
that not ten members of the House will
be able to read.

Mr. Horan: And it will not be good
Latin either; it will be a disgrace to the
country,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 1 am eertain it
will not be zood English. I is a con-
temptible practice to belittle our own
Taugnage. If fhere was a better lan-
muage than ours ifs use might be per-
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mitted, but baving a language which is
admitied 10 be superior to all, it is eon-
temptible and it is an outward manifesta-
tion of snobbery to use Latiu, a language
which is not nearly se good, not nearly so
expressive as our mother tongue. I trust
when this university is formed that we
shall vwot waste any money on Latin, I
trust 1t will teach the English language
pure and uodefiled, and possibly before
I have finished I will attempt to teach
the framers of this Bill something in the
way of BEnglish language. It seems to me
au absolute wasie of money to foree ounr
boys and girls 10 learn a dead languvage.
They are live boys and givls and we want
to teach them a live language, our own
language. On the other hand, if any of
them desire to learn Latin, Greek, Chinese
or Arabie, they ean learn il, \As a matter
of fact. it has been proved again and
again that a man possessing a thorough
understanding of the English langnage
ean learn anv language without the aid
of a tator: that has been demonstrated.
T say if is ondy those who have the gift
for lancuages who should be taught. That
reminds me that a long time ago there
was a certain member in this Assembly
who desired to introduce a new motto for
the West Australians. The West Aus-
tralian motto I think is “Watchful and
wakeful.” This member desired to get
another one whieh wounld be ‘“Deaf and
Bilind.” That member approached a num-
ber of his fellow members and asked them
all if they knew the Latin for deaf and
blind: he also came to me and T said
I did vot know. Eventually as no one
could tell him the Latin for deaf and
blind someone suggested that he might
find it in the lexicon in the librarv. Tt
strnck me as rather euriens that no one
should know the Latin for deaf and blind,
sueh simple words wlieh were eontinu-
ally in use. Tt was strange to me that
none of our Latin scholars in Parliament
—we had any amonnt of them, and T
might say here that there is only one who
admils that he does not understand Latin
and that is myself. while the other 49
members are all Latin scholars. As T
was saving. it strick me as being pecn-
Yar that those members who had been
asked by thiz gentleman to translate the

simple words deaf and blind could not
do so and he was nnable to find anybody
in this Chamber to do it for him, He
inquired from the great men in another
place, one or two of whom are university
men. I might say that T have never yet
come ncross & man who has been able to
tell me the Latin for deaf and blind;
there may perhaps be an exeeption in the
lion. member for Yilgarn.

Mr, Seaddau: You wounld not know
whether it was correct or not if he told
yoti.

My, UNDERWOOD: Yet all were
Latin scholars. 1 quote this to show how
absurd it is to pmnp a dead language
into vur live boys. 'They begin to learn
it immediately they enter school and it
s useless spending money to feach them
something which they are alwost bound
to immedintely forgei. Teach them
something that will be of use to them and
something they will vemember, but that
which they ave going to immediately for-
zet we eannot afford te spend money in
teaching. | wanl to say in concluding
this branch of the subjeet—there are
nmany other branches of it—that I have
shown that ihe old English langunage was
entirely submerged. French swept right
over the country; French was the lan-
gnage of the ordinary people, and Latin
was the language of the learned. But
the ignorance of England was responsible
for the finest langnage in the world. Tt
went on in spite of university pedants, in
spite of grammar sehools, and in spite
of teachers—it went on until it was
evenlually nsed as the language of Par-
liament, and a few years later it was
responsible for that most extraordinary
hurst of splendonr in the Shakesperean
period. Since then it has gone on in-
ereasing the number of people who speak
it, and it is inereasing now more rapidly
than anvthing on this earth. If there is
anything at all that the Fnelish have to
be proud of, over and above empires and
everything else they have accomplighed.
it 15 the English language. Yet. we have
these pedants of the university trailing
along and gibbering in their dead lan-
«aaces. even as Carlvle’s apes were gib-
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bering on the shores of the Red Sea. Now
we come to the question of literature. It
is generally admitted that this is a sub-
jeét that I know nothing at all aboui,
and therefore I propose to make a few
remarks upon it. To begin with, I wish
to call attention to the idea of certain
educated and highly intellectual people.
that the ordinary populace, the common
or garden log-chopper ov bushman, can-
not understand the language. For in-
stance, to give a fair idea of what I mean,
I have here an aceount of a meeting held
at the invitation of the literary union of
the Claremont Training Cellege. The
Dean of Perth, who is a very learned
person, addressed a number of students
and ex-students on Browning and eertain
of his works, and the veport says—

The procedure adopted was extreme-
ly interesting. for the speaker, veadily
recognising the diffienlties whieh heset
the student of verse in taking up the
study of Browning for the first time,
and being aware that many {asted only
to cast aside. departed from the ordin-
ary lecture stvle and assnmed rather
the role of the teacher.

Again, just one other instanee of this
belief en the part of highly educated
people. We are told that Spens’ trans-
lations of Plato is not altogether gonod
beeause Spens considered only the gen-
eral reader, who, by a pleasing fiction
was supposed to be able to Tead Plato
without note or comment. There is a gen-
eral impression that the ordinary person
cannot read these high and mighty writers,
bnt what we want to teach our pupils in
literature is that the first and indispens-
able prineiple in writing or speaking is
to write or speak so that one may he
understood by the masses, and the person
who fails to make himself understood by
the masses has failed in the main essen-
1ial and is not worthy of consideration. [
trust that after T have shoffled off this
maorfal eoil no man will insult me by
coming along lo expiain me. T do not
know that any greater censure could be
passed on any man than for some self-
anpointed pedant to come along and tell
the public *vou know nothing ahout
Browning; let me explain him to you.”

[ASSEMBLY.]

My, Horan: Will you have any Latin
in your epitaph?

Mr. CXDERWOOD: I am foo voung
to worry about my epitaph. As I was
just saying, what we bave to teach in
literatnre-—and 1 take it that when we
teach literature it 18 our desire to produce
writers, for if it is only to teach a man
to vead he can do that himself, I re-
peat that when we teach literature it is
with the idea of producing writers.

Mr. Jacoby: And teachers,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: } have said be-
fore that the wman who remains teaching
is certainiy no genius at writing, or le
would not remain teaching. The firat
thing -that is necessary is not the study
of Browning or Plate. and these others
whom it is impossible to nnderstand with-
out a teacher. As a matier of fact it
is stated that we have (o learn dead lan-
guages in order to read many of these
classics. A similar statement is made in
this report, which says. “But at present
not only is advanced instruction in prac-
tieal subjeets unprovided for, but fhe
study of ancient and modern tongues, and
their matehless eontribution to the leam-
ing of the world, is cut shart half wav.”
We have never vet been told that we
must learn Hebrew in order to read the
Bible, and surely if we can read bhe
Bible without understanding Hehrew, we
can read Plato without being able io mn-
derstand Latin. Literature is someihing
bern in & man or woman, and it is im-
possible ta be taurht. The best 1hat we
can say is that Nature sowed the seeds
of literary genius, and all that can be
done hy the teacher is I the way of
fertilisation ta zerminate and promote
orowth: but literature iteelf mnst he in
the man, and the first essential of lit-
erature is originalitv. A man ecannot
possibly be a suecessful literury man
who follows somebody else’s style, and
jdeas, but the very system of a Uni-
versity is fo coniract the mind in the
ralden formalive vears. inte a partien-
lar system admired by that University
and used in some past time. The very
cssence of it is originalily and, might
I be allowed tuo digress just a moment
to reply to some remarks made in this
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Chamber that I myself was not original,
and that I had obtained my ideas from
the Builetin. Now, before I read the
Bulletin I read the Argus and the Age.

My, Horan: And the AB.C.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, I read the
AB.C. abont the eats, before that. and
it wonld be peeunliar that I should drop
on only one paper of the many T have
real. I£ 1 am likely to get my views
from the Bulletin why should I not get
them from the Daily News? As a mat-
ter of faet there is this to be said in
vegard to the Bulletin, that many of
its writers have led the same life, seen
the same scenes, and been through all
the things that T have been through.
They know the Anstralian, and T know
him, and maturally our expressions will
be somewhat simlar, It is nof wonder-
ful that our ideas should be alike, but
so far from the Bulletin giving me my
ideas ¥ say that T first read the Argus
and the .ige, and later read the South
Australion Advertiser and the Register,
and T was just as likely to take their
ideas as the Bulletin’s. As a matter
of faect it amounts to this, that some
wrifers have written opinions that agree
with our own; when they agree with our
own opinions we say they are good wri-
ters, and when they disagree with our
ideas we throw the books aside. T agree
to a large extent with Carlyle, but in
some instanees I disagree with him,
which only goes 1o show that even such
a great man as Carlyle could be wrong
at times. In vegard to the teaching of
literature, whe is to be the teacher? 1
presiwtne we would have a teacher such
as Doetor MeCallum, and if we take
ohe ar two sentences from him we will
see what sort of literature he is likely
to teach. He savs, *'T certainly think
that in the faenlty of arts there ave two
subjects (hat must always be repre-
sented from the very outset here in this
country. One of these is classics, and
the other English literature.”  There
is an immense amount of useless ver-
biage in that sentence, and one of the
essentials in a good writer or speaker
is that he should not use wnnecessary
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words. That scantenece could easily have
been written this way, ‘‘T ecertainly
think that in the faeulty of aris there
are two subjects that should always be
represented in this country, English lil-
eratnve and elassies.”” butr old Deetor
MeCallum has pounderous verbosity of
that deseription: that is the style which
he would teach, and it is the worst pos-
sible stvle that anyvbody ean get into.
If we take much of the literature pro-
duced by University men, we tind that
thiz porderous verhagity goes all through
it. Even in the writings of Morley, whe
is said to have produced some of the
finest works in the English language,
we find that his writings are merely an
asserublage of platitudes in evening dress.
In bis Life of Gladstone in two huge vol-
umes ns big as the Hansard volumes of
this session. we see all through it that
the subjeet is sn ovverlonded with ver-
biage, that the spirit of the work, the
essenlials of it. the life of Gladstone,
is as hard to follow as the plot n 2
madern mnsical ennedy. Tt is all filied
ap  with  twreis, sandjigs, and daaces,
which lhiave nething to do with (he ease,
and an apalling amount of useless ver-
biage.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
My, UNDERWOOD: 1 was dealine
with the idea of university teachers or
professors teaching literature and was
poinfing out that the result of university
teaching on literature was an extraordi-
narily ponderous and verbose style of
literature: and 1 was speaking on the ex-
cessive verbosity of Morley, T would also
refer to aunther writer of some notoriety,
if not merit. of o similar kind. that is,
Justin MeCarthy. who writes four hune
volwnes on the History of Our Ouwn
Times and condenses it afterwards into
a shilling edition eontaining all that is in
the four volumes. When we come to {each
literature, if we attempt to teach it at all.
we should have men who have different
ideas from any we have known in univer-
sity men previously. As T have said hefore
we should endeavour to teach the students
to express themselves in the fewest pos-
sible words. 1 wish to vefer to a few
paragraphs in the report of the Roval
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Commission, and in partiealar to an utter-
ance of Doctor Smith. He is a doetor of
law; I think he was a povernment servant
in this State. 1 intend to find fanlt with
his literary style. I recognise it is ex-
ceedingly bad taste and unmannerly to
find fault with any person's dietion, pro-
nuneiation or prammar; but at the same
time, if a2 man sefs himself up as a teacher,
a man like Doetor Smith who hoists him-
self on a self-made pedestal and looks
down with pity and contempi{ on us, at
least on those higher than I am in the
educational standard, owing to the fact
that they have not had the gveat advaut-
ages of edueation that he has had, then 1
have the right to examine his diction and
his literary merit. There is one other
renson. Ever since T have been in the
House 1 have heen charged by the news-
papers who are opposed to my party, as
being excessively ignoraot. It has been
laid down that this is the only fault I
have. It is the only fault they charge
againel me as n member of Parliament.
There has never been a charge as to my
honesty or sincerily; there has never been
an attempt to assert 1 have neglected the
interests of my district, or been disloyal
to my party, or failed in my pledges to
my eleetorate; there has never heen any
charge apainst me except that of ignor-
anee; and for four years they have pelted
this fact at the publie.
Mr, Seaddan: Faet?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: This alleged fact!
But [ am quite prepared to admit it is a
fact. None of us are all wise; we are all
ignorant on some subjects. I am pre-
pared to admit it is a faet, but I am not
prepared to admit 1 am the only one. 1T
just eall to memory oue paragraph in this
rezard which =aid, “Underwood is a man
of compound ignorance; he s ignorant of
his own ignorance.” After all I {eel
somewhat pleased ta have inspired thal
paragraph, because it is a smart, well-
wriltén paragraph: and a smart saying
or a smarl paragraph in an ordinary news-
paper always reminds me, as the Attorney
ieneral would say. of an oasis of onions
in a desert of tripe.  Bat T was dealing
with Deetor Smith, who says in this re-
port that *what we suffer from is that

«
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most of those who enter into articles are
imperfectly educated to start with, so
that they are learning nothing really in
the best way; they are like donkeys turned
out to grass, they do not come sufficiently
equipped with a knowledge of general
literature, historieal knowledge, etcetera.
and theretore, fail to possess the lomieal
taculty. Having had this superior educa-
tion, of course Doctor Smith has learned
everything in the best way. but fhe ordi-
nary lawyers, soch as 1y friends fhe
members for Dundas, West Perth, and
Kalgoorlie, have not learned it; they are
not, of conrse. in the same street with
Doector Smith. Now we will just examine
the great literary merit of this very sen-
tence. Ie says “having learned nothing
really in the best way, they are lke
donkeys turned ont to grass.” When one
uses a simile it should have some simili-
tude to the subject. I would like to ask
where is the similitnde or where is the
application. There is no better place on
earth to turn out a donkey than to turn
him out to grass. Further, does the worthy
doctor hold that a well-fed donkey would
have the logical faculty. or that it is only
a matter of feeding? 1 presume the
learned doctor would assert that if =
donkey is well fed it will possess the logi-
cal faculty. 1 have seen donkeys eat
labels, newspapers and such-like. I pre-
sume he would mean that it a donkey were
fed on leading articles, or some of Lis
own treport, he would possess the logical
faculty. For a man who professes to he
ahle to teach literature that sentence is a
very bad one, and 1 trost any men we
have Lo teach literature will know helter
than fo give ulterance 1o a sentence of

that deseription. YWhat on earth has
literature to do with law? Noe<  Lhe
learned doctor mean to assert that the

lawyer shenld be versed in the nefarions
practices of Oily Gammon, Dodson and
Fope and Sergeant Buzfuz. As a matter
of fact, when one goes to a lawyer he
wants the lawyer's knowledge of law, he
does not want the lawyer to quote Shake-
speare any more than Henry Lawson. Tf
it is a matter of having Banjo Paterson
or Henry Lawson ruoted, a person eould
come to me, but if a person wants advice
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on a legal vpinion 1 shonld cerlainly ad-
vise him fo go to ey triend the member
for Dundas.

Ar. Collier: O the Attorney Geueral.

My, UNDERWOOD : 1 certainly cannot
recommentd anyone to go to the Aftorney
teneral for law. | just want to make a
few =hort jemarks on that question of
law, I hold that next to medical seience
and the produetion and teaching of medi-
cal men. this eountry requires lawyers who
wiil be able to supply the people with law
at something lke a reasouable cost. We
find that the system—and it will be fol-
towed in our university | expect—is that
students must go through a course of arts,
and must know all about Japhet in search
of his father and the Mad Mullah and the
mad Prinece of Denmark. All these things
have to be learned. They have also io
learn Latin and Greek and many other
things before they come to law. What we
require is a Chair of Law chat will teach
law. and we want our law books translated
into English. English is the language we
speak: English is the langnage our people
know, and English is the langnage onr
taw =hould be written in. We want all
those law books translated, and then a
man studying law will be able to study it
slraight off without any extraneous matter.
As a matter of faet, in both medicine and
law the system is to learn Latin, merely 1o
catel up a number of phrases which have
been held in the various books, [ believe
T ean sax without doing anyone injury,
for the sole purpoge of keeping men out
of the profession. A man, any ordinacy
man at any rate, who starts to read these
law books with the Latin in them, has in
his mind to translate the Latin. He is all
the time, while he is veading the Latin,
translating it and finding the equivalent
in Engzlish. If he were stadying in Latin
there would be something in i, but he is
studyiug in English and reading in Latin,
and he has double the trouble of translat-
ing it and patting it into his mind in its
English equivalent and not in the Laria,
The sooner we knock out Latin in cou-
nection with law the betier it will be. As
a matter of faet. Latin was useful at one
time. At the great fall-baek of civilisa-
tion after the downfall of the Roman
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Fmpirve all learniny went baek very con-
silerably, asl the only books available
to anyone to gain a fair knowledge of the
ancient Greeks and Egyptians and others
were Latin hooks, so that it was necessary
to have a koowledge of Latin in order to
get a knowledge of the past and, to an
extent, a gnidance for the futnre. But
that has passed centuries ago, and Lalin
iz now only the hucus-pocus of the medical
man or Jawyer, and is used to impress his
client o patient with his great importance
or learning. It is of no nse for anything
efze. T trnst Doefor Smith will study ibis
point of the case, and that he will
zive us. when he has a litile time to
spare from admiring his great abilities,
some reason why a man studying law
should study anything else but law.
And why is it necessary that he should
know all this about literature and should
algo pussess a knowledge of Latin and
the dead languages?  There are two or
three matters which I consider of import-
ance in starting a University, in regard
lo the faculties required. The first abso-
lnte essentinl is the medical seience. Un-
til we can afford a chair of medicine, it
is of ne use establishing a University.
After that there are three subjects of
equal importanee. namely, agrieulture,
veferinary science, and mining or geology.
Wheu [ speak of vetevinary science I
mean that science whieh pertains lo the
breeding and improving of stock.  Tlus
1s highly important in a country like Wes-
tern Australin whieh will have to depend
to n great extent on its pastoral industry,
The seience of agriculture is absolutely
necessary, as is also the seience of mining
ar zeology. These are the first we should
attempt to teach. These are the abso-
lutely essential things: these ave sciences
whick will tend to the promotion of the
welfare of the Stae, and. in our present
eondition T hold it is only neeessary to
attend to these seiences which will make
for progress and the aecumulation of
wealth for the State. Later on. we can, of
counrze. have collezes of musie. and sehools
of art. and T would be prepared to vote

liberal subsidiex to colleges such as these.
At the same time in regard to, say. a chair
of mnsic I don not know that ansthing
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van be aceomplished by having such a
chair. 1t is of no use issuing diplomas
in vegard fo art as represented in musie,
painting. or drawing. It is waste of ink
and zood paper to pive, say, a singer a
diploma from a University; becanse the
only diploma that ean possibly he of any
use to him is that of popular approval.
If he cannot win that, all the written doen-
nents he can get are of no use, while, if
he ean win ii, it does not matter very
mueh about the Universifv diploma. Now,
T come to 1he guestion of the drafting of
the Rill, T inake the same apology for
Anding faull with the grammar and gen-
eral drafting of the measure as I have
made to D, MeCallum and Dr. Smith.
Clause 3 provides an example of the most
exerutiatingly bad grammer, not fo men-
tion something extraordinary in the way
of arrogance, Clause 3 reads—
There shall be from henceforth for
ever in the State of Western Australia
a University (o Dbe called The Univer-
sitv of Western Australia,

Now, it seems to me the framers of the
Bill do not allow that Providence has the
vight to move an amendment in regard to
time, or the power to obliterate anything
those framers wight accomplish. ~ But,
passing that over. let us have a look at the
wrammar.  Almost the fivst thing a gram-
matical stndeni gets in the wav of ervors
to he corrected iz to he found in the fivst
line of the clanse. “From hence” iz put
down as an error, and a third standard
boy is asked to correet “from hence” as
bad grammar. as tautologv. Here we
have “From henceforth for ever” The
sentence would read all right if i said:
“There shall be heneeforth in this State
of Western Australia a  Tniversiiv.”
That is absolutely all that is vequired for
vnod grammar. When you say “hence,”
it means “from” Yon do not want
“from.” “Hence” is “from'; vet after
“hence” we get “from.” After all T would
gend {his baeck to Mr. Andrews. Really it
is oo bad to have heen passed by the
eream of our educaied men in Western
Australia including such  men as Mr.
Andrews and the President of another
place. and Dr. Smith and several others,
Again. we find it i= provided that women
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or females shall have the same power,
privileges, and rights in all things as men;
that is to say. the rights of holding ullice.
Yel when we come to Clause 11 where tlie
personal proucun is used, it is in the mas-
culine gender everv time.

Mr., Collier: Does “he” mean
also?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 1T was going to
suggest that we have an amendment to 1he
inlerpretation clause to the effeet that
wharever the pronoun of maseulinily is
used we shall understand also the pro-
noun of femininity.

The Minister for Mines: That was pro-
vided for many veays ago.

Me. UNDERWOOD: The Minister for
Mines must know. He alwayvs knows.
Later we find in Clanse 35 some more very
bad zrammar. [t veads as follows: —

No tax or rate shall be charged or
levied upon any property vested in the
University; but the henefit of such ex-
emption shall not extend fo any other
|persoh.

Now, when we mention *‘other person’
we presuppose a person already men-
tioned, and therefore the university is
a person. T wonld ask that fhis be sent
baek fur re-dvafiing. if only for the
sake of (he purity of that language I
love so well. T am in favour of the
Rill up to Clanse 3—ihat is afrer Clause
3 has been rendeved in proper Fnglish.
The resl of the Bill wonld be a disad-
vantage to Western Australia, [ am in
favour of the proposal that there shall
henceforth he in this State of Western
Australia a  university. and T am in
favour of this university being eontrolled
directly by the Minister for Education.
Tn going {hrougrh this report of the com-
mission, [ have heen eriticising some-
what harshly. 1 myself have been harsh-
lv eriticised, and T have always laid it
down that T am fully as bad ax [ am
made out to e, There i= une reporl here
whieh T highly appreeiate. namely. that
of Sir Winthrop Hackelt, T appreciale
the genevosity of that hon. gentleman
in endowing a chair of agriculture for
the University, but 1 appreeiate much
more than his gift his keen foresight
into what is vequired in regard to the

fshe??
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TUniversity. Speaking of modern univer-
sities, he =ays—
These universities have been derided
as merely zlorified technieal schools.

A stoek phrase with the ordinary pedaniie

university don. The rveport zoes ou—
Everywhere. however, the service is be-
ing more fully appreeiated which has
heen rendered by these bodies in pro-
viding the teclhnieal student with ad-
vanced courses. and in elevating the
cultivation of the praectieal arvts of life
te the University standard.

Sir Winthrop Hackett goes on in that
strain for some time, and at a later stage,
speaking of the Ameriean universities, he
says—

Iv is impossible to estimate the scores
of millions sterling in lands and hard
¢ash which have been placed at the dis-
posal of the American universities
within the last 50 years, and this ap-
plies to both private foundations and
State institutions. But, of the two, the
State institutions are said to be dis-
tinetly ontelassing the privately en-
dowed. Of the State university Mr,
Board tells us: “Iis field of investiga-
tion covers all of the praetieal problems
of the State, agrieultural, industrial,
politieal, soecial, and moral. It aims
to become the instrument of the Stalo
in its upbuilding” Nor is money
stinted. One of the latest and best ex-
amples, the State University of Wiseon.
sin, receives a sum gqnnually nearly equal
to one-seventh of the revenunes of the
State,

That is Sir Winthrop Hacketi’s opinion
atfter viewing the systems in work. Thai
is what he has found to be correct in ve-
gard to State instifutions, Now, when we
have an authority like this speaking of
what he has seen in actual practice, T say
we should certainly take some notice of
it, and if it is found the State universities
in Ameries are outclassing those privately
endowed, then we in Western Australia
who propoese to find practically all the
money for the University shonld have it
State owned and State controlled. In
rezard to finanee, we find on going intu
that phase of the question that the com-
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mission consider they will require £13450
per annum. Of this amount they ask the
Government, that is Parliament, to provide
£12,000. Thev expect to get from endow-
ment lands—which have been also pro-
vided by the State—£450, and they expect
to wet from fees £1,000, and from out-
siders £100. That is to start with. Bni
there is the faet the House will have to
vote practically all the woney that will
be required to run the University. In ad-
dition to the figures given just now the
State would be asked to spend something
like £30,00¢ in providing the site and
building, and taking the interest on
£30,000 it will be found that out of
£16.000 the State will be asked to pro-
vide £15,000, and the pupils are asked Lo
find £1.000. When we have to provide
so much as that we certainly could pro-
vide the whole. 1 think it would be far
better to hinge this university on to our
present edueation system and work it
hand in hand with our present edueation
system. We would have the scholars,
those who had shown some ability, some
worthiness of being taught, assisted,
while those who had proved in the
lower schools that they had not the
faeulty to learn would wnot be per-
severed with and money would not
be spent on them. The great drawback of
the universities of the world, particularly
of England, is that they are practically for
the use of a lot of dunderheaded people
who have a lot of -money, and they practi-
cally exclude those without money but who
lhave brains. We want to endeavour Lo
have our universities so as to take those
who have brains, and as far as ean be
found out we shovld make brains
the one condition of admittance to
our TUniversity. As fo the system
of  proposed management there is
no possible doubt that for eoncentrated
conservatism you ean get no betier sys-
tem. Tt is proposed that a Senate shall
be appointed. To begin with we shall have
what is called a Convocation, and laler
on that Convoeation will elect a Senate.
That will eonsist of graduates of the vari-
ous universities, men who have probably
passed the prime of life and whose ideas
are settled. and who all learned beferc
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our time. These are to be followed by
the students of the school itself, Now, it
musi appeal te anvone that a student of a
school will, to a very eonsiderable extent;
have it imbued in his mind right through
his whole thinking system, that the school
he went to was the best sehool, and whal
was zood enough for him is good enough
for anybody. and there will be no possibic
chance of reforming or improving once
we pass the Bill and hand the Universily
over ta the conitrol of students and pedan-
tic and avrogant university graduates. T
am confident it will accomplish no more
than has been accomplished by any othe
wniversily in Australia or anvwhere else.
Just one thing before I conclude. Tt is in
regard to the most despieable actions of
the various universities in Australia—
Adelaide, Melbourne, and Sydney—and
that is bringing the students out to act
as blacklegs and seabs, breaking strikes.
The engineering classes in Sydney came
out scabbing against the workmen on the
tramway. The professor brought his
tools out against the workmen in the rail-
way strike in Vietoria, and it was only the
other day in Adelaide that Professor Nay-
lor's seholars eame out to defeat the just
demands of the labourers in Rundle-street,
Adelaide. These hrave students always
come—these brave students whom the
newspapers tell us have the blood, and
that blood in the end will tell, always come
ont well gnarded by a plebian policeman.
It an amendment is not put inte the Bill,
then if any of the nniversity students ever
interfere in any lahour trouble that I am
connected with no paliceman will stop me.
and T will see if their blood will tell
arainst mine. T irust the University will
be formed. and that the Government will
fake the responsibility of it, the respon-
sthility of runaing it, and the eredit
of the work done by it. T trust we shall
not hand it over to a body of men who
are honnd to run it on the most conser-
vaiive lines, and T trust above all things
that in this University we shall endeavour
to teach our hovs not to reverence fthe
dead pasi but to look at the live present
and the pregnant future.

The Minister for Mines: May 1 by
way of explanation point out what I re-
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ferred to by an interjection just now. I
would draw the attention of the lon.
member to an amendment of the .Acis
Shorlening Act passed in 1908, and he
will lind that words in the masculine
wender also include the feminine.

Mr. Underwood: Does that apply to
the Electoral Bill, and as lo sitting in
Parliamnent: [ may also ask does il apply
in the Ticensing Bill?

Mr. HEITMANN (Cue): Tt is not
very much T have to say an this Bill, and
unlike my friend Mr. Underwood. T
shall say what T think in connection wilh
the measure in a very few words. Tn the
first place it seems to me the Government,
throngh the Premier. has been very un-
fair to this House and to members of
another Chamber in leaving a Bill of
this deseription until the dying homrs of
a session for consideration. For vears
past in Western Australia there has
been, sometimes stronger than at other
times. an agitation or recuest from all
parts of the Slate and from every elass
of the community for an extension of
our edueational system in the direetion of
a umversity. and of all the Bills that
have been introdneed this session T am
inelined to think that this at least is one
of the most important, and T think that
seeing that it took from eight to ten years
hefore the request of these living spirits
of edueation bore fruit, and seeing that
it took. after the Commission was ap-
pointed. some two vears for the report
to be laid on the Table of the House. T
am certainly of the opinion that the Gov-
ernment have done wyong in asking mem-
bers of this Chamber to consider this Bill
and pass it inte law as [ have stated. in
the last homrs of the session.  There is
another matter. When T refer to the
Commission it draws to my mind the fart
that it appears lo me—while we ave all
deeply indebted to the (ommission for
the work thev have faken on themselves
and the repnrt placed hefore us—that
mueh more information might have heen
placed before the House. and particularly
in regard to the various systems of man-
ngement in ennneefion with universities.
Tt seems to me from the very start of
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the report that they have come to the con-
clusion that we are going along on pre-
cisely the old ground that bas been
trodden upon for hundreds of years past.
T would like to have seen more from the
pen of Sir Winthrop Hacketft, and some
more from the universities in various
parts of the world as to the extent or
otherwise of this system of management.
One would have expecled, seeing that
this Bill is of such importance, and
means so much to us in the future, and
to our present youth, that we should have
had more information and more time for

the consideration of the Bill and the
information eontained within the cov-
ers of the report. In introducing

the measure last evening the Premier de-
voted a lot of time to the edueation of
this State, tracing it from its earliest
fime. and there is no donbt we are all
proud of the progress which has been
made in this eonntry. Seeing that we
tabowr under difficulties whieh  other
closer settled communities do not labonr
under we can well be prond of our achieve-
ments and the progress .made by the Edu-
eation Department.

The Premier: You have had the report
for over two months.

Mr. HEITMANN: T quite admit that.
The Premier must admit that no matter
lrow long we have had the veport it is
better for a Bill of tlis kind to be intro-
duced when memhers are more fit to
diseuss it than at the present time.

The Premier: The Bill was attached to
the report.

Mr. HEITMANYN: T adinit that. But
diseussion will bring ont move than the
reading of the Bill a hundred times.

The Premier: There is plenty of time
to discuss it.

Mr, HETTMANY : | can make the same
complaint as oihe of the newspapers did
in ecommenting npon the disturbances
which took place in this House. Tt is
wrong for the House to be in session
during the hot summmer months, and gener-
ally speaking the business is dealt wilh
in a much better manner if we conclude
the business prior to Christmas. As the
Premier has stated the Bill has been be-
fore the Honse some months.
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The Premier: W is four menths, I find,
since [ instructed it to be distributed.

Mre. HEITMANXNN: [ did not think it
was that long. | think the Premier will
agree that at tlis stage of the session we
are not likely to get proper discussion
on any Bill.

The Premier: T hope not.

Mr, HEI'TMANN: Well, that is how it
appeals to me.

Mr. Scaddan: It is to be pui through
Committee to-nmeht. That is “time for dis-
cussion,”

Mr. HETTMANN: 1 was dealing wilh
the progress of edueation in the State,
and with the 1Pvemier T am eertainly prond
of the progress made in education. Wheu
we see in the outback country after travel-
ling fouty. lifty, or one hundred miles, a
settlement of ten or twelve persons with
a schuol provided by the Governmeni of
fhe State, it is 2 matter we should well be
proud of.  We should take into considera-
tion the fael fthai not ounly have we pro-
vided eduecational facilities for those in
the large centres, but we have tried to
bring ont of their ignorance those who
happen to be in the least thickly popu-
lated distriets of the Stale. It is pleasing
to me to note the great change that has
come over 1he Premier during the last
few years, | remember (lte time when the
Premier stood up in ihis Chamber, and
instead of trying to give further facilities
to the people of the State and say that
he desired free education from the pri-
mary schools {0 the university, we leard
that zentleman, T regret to say, propose
that we should deprive some of the poorer
classes of the community of the opportu-
nity of getting n decent edueation.

The Premier: That is not eorreet: the
hon. member knows it.

Mr. HEITMAXN: | will put it this
way. He said we did oot make it com-
pulsory, or we did not tarn away from
our schoals those who were unable io
pay. True, he did something worse: he
said at that time that feex wounld Yo
asked from those able {0 pay. Ile said
there were manv in thix State able to
pay for the edneativn ot their ehildren,
who were receiving these henefits for no-
thing, and he added, *'T desire that these



3326

people should pav.”” The Minister
looked upon eduecation primarily from a
commercial standpeint. T am with him
as far as edueation being of great eom-
merecial value is coneerned, but 1o-day
we have the Premier, I am pleased to
say. giving to the public of this eoun-
fry a statement that he wants this State.
at the earliest possible moment, to es-
tablish a university, so as to give to
the people those factlities whieh arve
aiven in other parts of the world, inelud-
ine all the States of Australia. While
1 admit we should be proud in Western
Australia of our edueational system, I
way be allowed to say that, in my
opinion, we are not getting a full re-
tarn for the huge expenditure which is
involved. The expenditure of the Edu-
cation Department last year was
£183,000, aud this year we are inereas-
ing it by some £17,000. T feel sure,
while T wonld give all eredit to MMer.
Andrews for what he has done, T am
melined to think that this gentleman has
handed over too mueh of the work tu
those under him, and, in consequence,
he las not at the present time a full
grip of the situation. [ have travelled
a wood deal in this State, and I have
made it my business after hearing eom-
plainls from edueational officers, to in-
quire nol only from one but from seores,
and [ find that thece is the wreatest
discontent imaginable existing. If tliere
15 vne thing that we do not wanr, and
particularly in the Edueation Tlepart-
ment, it is a discontented staff. [f we
are to gel the bhest from our teachers, if
we expeet thern to do the best by our
children. we should treat (hem fairly
and see that they are econtented and
eomfortably provided for. 1 have it on
good authority that there is dissatisfae-
tion in the department, that there is
eliquism and favouritism in appaoint-
ments, which are made irrespective of
the elaims of the applicants. and I am
sorry to have to sav even religion at
times bas entered into this department
and interfered with the weneral work of
promotion, ete.,, of the various officers,
This, in my opinion, is the last thing
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that should be introduced. and [ men-
tion it becauge I think that tlie Minis-
ter and the official head of this depart-
ment shoukd see that justice is done to
the teaeliers irrvespective of their ereed,
and thal no favouritism should Be shown,
but that promotion should he given ac-
cording to merit.

Mr., Angwin:
faney.

Mr. HEITMAXNN: T am ineclined to
think not. T have made deep inquiries
into the matter, not from one, but from
many. and I find that what 1 have stated
is undeubtedly true, namely, fhat there
i=  deep dissatisfaction. and that the
staff ave dissatisfied with the freatment
they receive with their examinations,
with their promotions, and with the
favouritism that is shown to certain offi-
cers of the department.

The Attorney General; Will you give
a definite instance?

Mr, HEITMANN: [ will give a defi-
nite instance, although T admit on a
Bill of this deseription I am hardly jus-
tified in giving details. I will mention
the appointment of what is known as an
aidvisory teacher. If the Minister can
justify that T will be only too pleased
to apologise to the head of the depart-
ment and withdraw evervihing [ have
stated.

That might he mere
Ly

The Attorney General: T have already
justified it.

M. HEITMANN: T ean quite under-
stand the dissatisfaction whieh exists
among the teachers. Here we have an
appointmeni made in the first place of
an assistant inspeetor. In the last edu-
eation report

The Premier: The nniversity will not
come under the econirol of the Education
Department.

The Attorney General: You are mak-
tng a belated speech an the Eslimates.

Mr. HEITMANN:
wlen the Estimates
cuassed.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must ask the hon.

member fo eonfine his remarks {o the
Bill,

I was not here
were being dis-
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Mr. HEITMANN: T did not intend
to go into details, but I must say that
in the speech of the Premier we find
that out of two and a half columns, vne
and a half columus ave devoted towards
the educational system of {o-day.

The Premier: But not the Education
Department.

Mr. HEITMANN: Tt is not possible
to separate the two. However, 1 do not
wigh to go intv these details, but what-
ever I have said I will substantiate, o
I will stand the consenuences, and if I
find that I am wrong I shall be only
too ready to withdraw. I would say to
the Minister that he wants to take par-
tienlar cave, for at the present time in
the department (heve ave more than a
dozen good officers. not those at the bot-
tom rung of the ladder, but those who
have abtained the **A’’ certificate, who
are now seeking employment outside the
department owing to the treatment they
have received. It would be wise, indeed,
for the gentleman in charge of the de-
partment to look into this question be-
fore it s tov laie. With reference to
the Bill. I think T am only une of, I
suppose, 99 per cent. of the people in
the State who welcomex anything which
will give a greater standard of eduea-
tion to our people, and it must he pleas-
ing fo those scholars in the eommumty,
and those who have had the advantage
of a good education, and those peuple
among us who have not had that advan-
tage, but who know not what a goud edu-
cation means, to fnd them willing and
ready to weleome the introduetion of the
highest standard of edueation pussible
mto the Siate. Tt is, indeed, pleasing
to find in all communities. and among
all sections, the unaniinous opinion that
we in Western Australia, with all owr
rich resources and industries are not
found wanting when it comes to a gues-
tion of education. Speaking for myself,
as a member of this Clhamber. [ wounld
not begrudge at any time, noi only
£13,000. nor even the £30,000 which will
be required as the initial cost for build-
ings, but even if it cost £200,000, or half
a million, if we bring about a state of

affairs which will enable us to put o
the best use the brains and energies of
aur people, 1 shall be prepaved to vole
for it, and T thiuk it will be money well
spent indeed. As 1 stated, 1 would like
to have seen more opinions expressed
by the Royal Commission as to the vari-
ous methods of management. I am in-
clined to think. although [ am one who
has itever seen the inside of a univer-
sity, or heen in close louch with a uni-
versity man for any length of time,
or assoclated with a university, that
in this democratie country we should

endeavour to wet out of the old
system of management which has heen

in force in the old country, and in
some of the American States, that is
transferring  the responzibility of the
management of the institnlion fo a more
or less irresponsible hoard. It has to
be vemembered that the nuiversity witl
he paid for out of the common coffers
of the people. and T am inelined to think
that if we were lo ask the people of
this eountey te hand over the manage-
ment of our general education, the ad-
ministration of the Edueation Depart-
ment wholly and solely to a board, they
would at onee say, “*This is essenlially
a Btate affair, and it shonld be man-
aged Dby the State itself.'” [ admit at
onee  that the Minister himself, if he
were (o manage this university, it wounld
he necessary for him to have a board
of some deseription. or at all events he
would have to get a very good man as
president, and [ still think that wmuler
lhe direct eontred of (he Minister we
would have better results, and the uni-
versity would be in eloser fouch with
the people generallv. As T stated. the
results would he mueh better. T would
like the Minister, in replying, to go some-
what iute the guestion whieh he neglected
to touels upon last evening. T notiee that
in the report of the Royal Commission.
mention has heen made of the initinl
cost. The matter has been dealt
with by the member for Pilbara,
hut 1 ecertainly expecled the Pre-
mier (o some wood idea of
his  poliey in  conneetion  with  the

aive
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buildings and the initial expenditure with
vegard to the institution. As fay as I
could learn he remained silent upon it,
and. as a matter of faci, he has remained
silent upen a rood many matters of more
or less importanee on this question. He
has taken the report of the Commisstou,
and also the draft Bill from the Commis-
sion, and it seems to me lLe has said,
“This is my poliey.” .t the same time [
think it would be unwise to leave every-
thing to the management of the aniver-
sity. which will be chiefly the Senate.
When introducing the Bill the Minisler
should have given seme information as to
how he is going to finanee it. and when
he intends to bunild, and where. 1 admit
at once that it will be a somewhat diffienlt
matter for the Premier to say at the pre-
sent moment where it is proposed to build
the university, and T admit that the Com-
mission are more competent to judge as
to the claims of the various sites which
have been mentioned. As I stated, as far
as I am personally concerned, the Mini-
ster need not be afraid of asking this
House for £50,000 or £100,000.

Mr, Angwin: We are only a smali
population.

Ar. HEFTMANN: It is true. lnt if
we [ook at the taxes we pay, I venture to
say that although only a small population
the people in Western Australia ave in
a mueh better eondition than the people
in any other part of Aunstralia. That is
my opinion. [ think it wounld pay; in-
deed it is a matter of getting value for
vour money in this ease. In o few years
it would save a lot of the energy being
wasted at the present time, and it will
save a fot of these vouths from following
certain callings when they are adapted
for something hetter, and I feet sure thal
the people themselves, who, after ail. are
those who will bave 1o pay, will be pre-
pared to he most liheral in connection
with this matter, wheiher it be in connee-
tion with primary schools or the Uni-
versity. T understand from the Min-
ister that it will bhe neecessary for
the present to get temporary build-
ings, and [ would like ta  say 1{hat
wreat eare should be taken, by those in
vharge, in this matter of temporary
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buildings. As I peinted ont in a letter
to the P’ress vecently, I think it is possible
that with a little more organisation in
the department, and a little eloser study
by the Minister and the official head of
the department, the present building whiel
is going to be utilised as a secondary
school eould be used for the next year or
two for the purpose of a university, There
is no doubt in wy mind that the building
is very suitable, and it possesses a fair
area of ground, although I suppose for
some time to come the matter of grounds
will not he taken into serious considera-
fion.  Without ecansing any great incon-
venience fo the Edueation Deparimenl,
this building could be used for the next
year or two, and in some respects it would
be a benefit to our present educational
system. With regard to the schjects that
are to he tanght in our university, I must
say that T agree to a gveat extent wilh
the opinion expressed in the report of
Sir Winthrop Hackett. Instead of going
inte many of those things which will not
in the immediate future be of great value
to Lhe State. we should teach those things
which come closely in toueh with the vari-
ous industries of our country. So far
as permanent buildings ave concerned,
every precaution should be taken by the
Minister, or the epmmission, or whoever
has to decide the question of site, and
instead of entertaining for one moment
the idea of utilising the building whieh
houses Parliament at the present time, or
even (fovernment House, we should look
not to the present, and not to the next
20 vears, hut rather 100 years or more
ahead. and the smallest area that this in-
stitution should be plaeced upon is 100
acres. That would be little enough, and
T am sure that tn and around Perth this
100 aeves can he found. In eonelusion,
[ wounld onee more recommend to the
Minister in charge that instead of handing
over the new huilding on the hill in
Thomas-sireet to the purpose of the
secondary school, we should utilise it for
the next year or two for the nniversity.
Tf we have temporary buildings we shall
have {n make provision for a laboratory,
and that with the necessary instruments
will eost a fair amount of money. We
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have in Perth a laboratory wel fitted up,
and one that eould be well used for the
secondary sehool, whieh I believe should
be in a central opsition in Perth. I ask
the Minister for Education to bear in mind
the statement I have made and endeavour
to look into it, namely, that there is a vast
amount of dissatisfaction i our Eduea-
tion Department at the present time, and
that dissatisfaction is not good for the
people of this State, for the teachers. or
for the scholars.

The MINISTRER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. J. L. Nanson): I should not have
intervened in this debate, beeause I think
it is more important it this stage of the
session to pass ihe Bill vather than to tatk

about it—I should not have in-
tervened, I say. but for the faet
that the thon. member for Cue
has  made a sugwestion that the
new Modern School. which is to
be opened at the begiming of
next month, should be diverted
from its original purpose and used

for the purposes of a upiversity. As
[ understand the hon. member his sugges-
tion is that the Modern Sehnol shonld be
housed at James-street, and the building
erected for a Modern Sehool shonld go

to the university. 1 may point out
that some years age when the
building of a Maodern School

was under consideration by my prede-
cessor, the present Premier, the guesiion
of having a schonl iu James-street was
very carefully gone into, and after the
proposal had been considered by the pre-
sent Premier, the then Minister for Works
(the late Mrv. Price) and the Inspeeior
General of Schools, it was decided not to
put a school in James-street for reasons.
whieh, the more I look into the matter the
more abundantly convinced [ am were
thoroughly sound. In the first place. a
secondary sehool at James-streel would
have involved the purehase of more land
at an estimated cost of something like
£10,000, because it would have been abso-
lutely necessary to put up a new building
for the primary sehool which it was pro-
posed to dispossess. This idea of utilising
the James-street sehool as a secondary
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school is apparently based very largely on
the idea that the secondary school eould
be run with as large classes as a primary
sehool. for we find the hon. member for
Cue. not in this Chamber, but in a com-
munication be addressed to the Press a
few days awo. suggesting tbat with the
normal school, wiiech is in the James-
street grounds, it would be possible to
accommedate in a secondary school on
that site some G600 pupils, But sight is
altogether lost of the fact that the classes
in a secondary school, by reason of the
nature of the instruetion given, must be
very muech smaller in number than the
classes in o primary school, and at the
very utmost. allowing for all possible re-
arvangement of the existing premises at
James-street, it would be impossible to
make those buildings aceommodate for
secwndary school purposes more than 300
pupil=.  Another difficulty. a difficulty
very severely felt in regard Lo the existing
primary school building, is that the ground
space is altogether inadequate. An im-
portant  feature to my mind " in
thie  Modern  Sechool iz that, as
i all  sehouls of  that elass,
ome  provision should ‘he made for
games.  The motto of “a sound mind in a
sound body™ is one that there has never
heen less disposition to disvegard than to-
day. and one of the advantages of the site
on which the modern sehool stands is that
it is sufliciently laree to allow of a sports
gromd and appurtenances such as gvm-

nasia.  Then. it we are to bring the
Modern Behool down to James-street

as = suggested. it would be necessary

to build new rooms for the manual
training  and  lhousehold manazement
elasses. and we should alse  re-

quire new rovius for the primary sehool;
but we are faced with the difficulty that
owing to the rvestricted area at James-
street there is no room for farther huild-
ings at that site.  We have to remember
that this iz 2 rapidly expanding country,
and there is no reason to suppose that in
Perth we shall have auything other than
a ereat inercase in regard {o the attend-
ance at our schools in a very few vears.
At the new Modern Sehool, which has not
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yet been opened, we have already secured
more applieations for admission than we
ean hope to accept.

Mr. Heitmann : How many?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
We have received something over 300
applieations, T believe, and there e¢an be
no donbt that almost immediately a de-
mand wil] spring np. if it has not already
arisen, for the extension of ihat school.
If the school is the sneeess that I con-
fidently anrieipate it will be under its
present headmaster, T believe that it will

continne to appeal to the public
as it is already appealing from
its very ineeption, and we must

look to a fulure when this school
will demand inereased aecommodation,
and to a future, moreover, when we ghall
have not only to supply one secondary
school in Perth, but shall ave to do, as
is being done in New South Wales, supply
these schools in other large centres of
population.  While T yield to no one in
heariv  support of this university
project, [ hope 1 =hall always be
prepared lo oppose those who sug-
west  that  the  umiversity  shonld
he paid for. even indirectly, by saevificing
our existing edneational system,

My, Heitmaun: Nabody asks that.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I am pertectly convinced that those gentle-
men who are in the mmin responsible for
the pusifion to which this movement for
the e~tablishment of a wniversity has ax-
rived, would bhe the last to associate them-
selves with any effort that wounld diminish
the utility of owr primary or secondary
education. On (he contrary, they regard
the university, and rightly regard it, as
forming the crown of our edueational
system, and it is fer that reason very
largely that the university movement re-
ceives the enthusiasm and eordial support
of the Government, becanse we feel that
without a university our edueational sys-
tem, admirahle as it is in many respects.
15 not yet complete. We are ambhitions.
certainly the Government are ambitions,
and | believe Parliament and rhe people
are umbitions, te have an educational sys-
tem in Western Australia, that, beginning
with the primary school and moing on
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through the secondary, technieal, and con-
tinuation schools right up to the univer-
sity, will be a model for a community of
the size and population of ours. As re-
wards the expense, it is well to bear
mind that although the eost of edueatiou
is pecessarily high in this State,
and although it must grow quickly
with the rapid expansion of the country,
yet when we compare what we are doing
so far as the money expended is concerned,
with what other countries are doing, we
must admit that we have some leeway to
make up, looking at the matter from a
financial aspeet. T find that the cost of
eduncation at the present time in our State,

that is npational education, State
eduwecation, is something like 13s.
9thd. per head. Two years ago
in New South Wales they were

spending 14s. Gd. per head, and I am sure
that the amaount has not diminished sinee.
On the contrary, T shall not be surprised

to learn that it has increased to a
considerable extent. \With the ad-
ditions  proposed to bhe  made in

New  Sputh  Wales to  teachers’
salaries there must, of course, be some
further increase. [ find thai New Zea-
tand spends as much as 19s. . per head.
Switzerland cannot be rezavded as a coun-
try neaviy as vieh as Australia per head
of population, but I find that, taking only
one of her ecantous, Zurieh, it spent
18s. 94, per head, motwithstanding the
fact that the purchasing power of money
for teachers and all edueational appli-
ances in Switzerland is necessarily very
much higher than it is in Australin. To
zive an example of the difference, 1 may
meintion that the average salary of the
teachers in  Switzerland in the ecanton
sehools is something like £45 per head. as
against an average salary in owr State of
€141 and if we were to take the cost of
erecting sehool buildings we wounld mast
certainly find the cost higher in this State
than in an old established country like
Switzerland.  Noetwithstanding that faet.
in a relatively pnor community the penple
are willing to spend up to nearly €1 per
head of the population as apainst an ex-
penditure in our own State of 13s. 9144d.
1ier head.  Thevefore, althongh I should
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be the last to urge in any way that we are
not dealing liberally with education, con-
sidering the many other claims upon the
national purse, yet it would he wrong
to suppose that we need he afraid in
regard to Lhis university movement that
it is going to place upon the taxpayer
an undue burden. For my own part,
I think it will be one of the best in-
vestments this country ever made: and
the value of the investment will be eon-
siderably inereased if we bear in mind
that there must be no slackening of our
efforts in regard to primary or seeond-
arv edueation. We are all familiar with
the story of the man who, finding his
blanket too short for him, eut a bit off
the end and sewed it on to the top, and
was somewhat astonished to Gnd that
method of dealing with the blanket re-
sulted in no inerense of warmth or
covering for himself. Those who
suggest that the university should be
provided for to some extent by the
use of some of the edueational buildings
over whieh I, as Minister for Eduea-
tion, have control, arve veally urging a
conrse very similar te that of the man
who, I say, cut off one end of his blan-
ket and sewed it on to the other and
then expected to get good rvesults. In
regard to the Normal School, the point
has been made that it might be utilised
in adding to the James-sireet sehool
buildings in the event of the whole being
used as a secondary school. but I might
point out that the Normal School build-
ing is not a very large building, It con-
sists of only two class rooms and one
laboratory eor science rvoom. Tt is in-
tended, on the establishment of the Mod-
ern Sehool, to take Ihe students away
from the Normal School and place them
in the Modern School; and the labora-
tory of the Normal School will be used
as a science room for the existing James-
street school, while one of the eclass
rooms Wwill be unsed as a speeial model
sehool for conntry teachers. At present we
have a model country school at Gosnells,
but it is found ineonvenient to bring
teachers from the country to that place,
and it is mueh more convenient to have
the sehool in Perth. Therefore we propose
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to use one of the Normal School class
rooms at James-street for that purpose,
aud T have no doubt that the remaining
class room will be found eonvenient for
the present JTames-street school. In-
deed. [ am informed by the Inspeetor
General of Schools that at the present
time the James-street school is alto-
gether full. [ may say in conclo-
sion that one vesult T look for from the
establishment of this university is the
appointment in Western Australia of a
Couneil of Edueation, composed of edu-
eational experts representing, not only
the university and the State educational
establishment, but alse the private edu-
eational establishments. It will be able
lo advise ihe Miuister for Education,
the Government and Parliament in re-
gard to educational matters, I hope on
that eouncil we shall have representa-
tives of the (iovernment. of the non-
State sehools. of the Eduocation Depart-
ment admimstrative staff, of the teech-
nical schools, and of the teaching staff
of the depurtment. 1 note in Vietoria
something of the same kind, after hav-
ing been urged for some years by Mr
Tate. has been adopted: and by yester-
day’s mail T received a copy of a Bill
that has just been introduced in Vie-
toria providing Tor suech a couneil. That
eouneil in Vietorin is to consist of the
Dirvector of Eduncation, Mr. Tate, as
president. wiih three ofher members of
his department. four representatives
from ontside schuools, three representa-
tives from the wniversity. three repre-
seulatives of technical education. one of
education in musie, and five representa-
tives of industrial interests, two at least
of whom will represent agricuiture.

AMr, Scaddan: That eouneil will only
aet in an ndvisory capacity?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Of course.  We eannot hand over the
absolute control: we must mainlain i
the Guvernment and Parliament the re-
spousibility for the Stare cdueational
system; but even in an advisory capaeity
a council of this kind will be of great as-
sistance. not only to the Minister for
Education and the Government, bui to
Parliament and the communtity generally
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in keeping fully abreast with modern
ideas in regard to edueation. Apast
tfrom the value of a university in the
facilities it will give to individual stndents
to perfect themselves in the vavious arts
and sciences in life, there is also the
areat valne an lastitution of this kind
will possess in quickening the enthusiasm
of the community as a whele for eduea-
tion, in setting a high edueational stan-
dard and in ecansing Western Australia
to he vexarded as heing fully abreast of
the educational movement which is one
of the brightest vrnaments of the eoun-
try in which we live.

Mr, McDOWALL (Coolgardie): T rise
to suppmt the establishment of a uni-
versity in this State, I think the member
for Pilbara in a very eritical speech has
by his satire very foreibly brought lLome
to us one ar two faets that eould not
have heen illustrated in any olher man-
ner. | allude in this matter to the hu-
porianee wisieh is given to dead lan-
guares in  connection with universiiv
traintng. [ think we must realise that,
so far as this State is eoneerned, we
need something more modern in ~very
possible way. 1 do not =ay that (he
teaching of dead languages ean be done
away with allogether, but T maintain - -at
too mueh importanee is invariably givea
to subjects of the kind. We should es-
iablish something more on ihe lines of
the modern university reported upen by
Sir Winthrop Hackett in his veport. He
savs inter alin—

The woteworthy points are the de-
wree in whieh the teaching enters into
the evervday needs of the working life
of the community. and the provision
made for instruefion and researeh in
those material arts whieh 2o to make
a eointtry progres<ive. existenve easier,
toil more honourable and better re-
warded, Tt is not easy 1o as-ess al
it full valne the courage whieh, for
instance, led Mauchester earvly to em-
hrace in  lher aniversity enrriculam
subjrets whoese admission mn~ have
exeited Tumest lawnehter in the soul of
the 1xpieal eraduate of lne day. Sueh
~tudies were for him outside the uni-
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versity pale, through tollonwing the ex-
ample of Manchester. wv of the ureat
university of the Midlands, in appoint-
ing professors and leetwrers in sueh
commoenplace subjects us  commence,
education, <ocial seience, publie health,
techinolozy. dental snrgerv—a name of
offence to the old medical sehool—and
offering special instruetion in such arts
as Dbleaching, dyeing, paper-making,
brewing, textile manofacinre. and the
like.

Now, it seems to me that fhis should be
the key note of edneation in a country
such as Western Australia. The member
for Pilbara was at great pains to show
that it was not always the man of uni-
verrity edneation that possessed the
oreatest brains, and I quite agree with
him to a great extent in a statement of
that kind, but still we ecannot overlook
the fact that edueation is necessary. and
that the more education we possess the
hetter we are able to fight the hattles of
life. In faet if we were {o earry that
areument to its logieal conelnsion it
might he pointed out that, although in
early times many men with no eduncation
performed reat and heroie deeds, it does
not prove that they would vot have per-
formed those deeds equally as well if
not hetter it they had possessed some
education, So T am not going to agree
with the hon. member and say univer-
sities are not essential so far as a higher
edueation is concerned.  There ean be
no doubt we have a splendid system of
edueation in this State, and it is pleas-
ing indeed to hear the Premier mention
its progress and what he intends to do.
It is also very satisfactory to know that
we are taking our childeen from the
earliest possible period and now praeti-
callv provide  them  with  secondary
sehiadz and from these to the univer-
sitv.  Before | pracecd any further T
cerlaiuly desire to impress upon the
House that T hiope theve will be no eur-
tailment of the expenditnre on prinary
education: for after all is said and done,
primary eduealion iz the impartant thing
in any eountry. If a youth has brains
and has learned the rudiments of the



125 Jaxcamy, 1911.]

English langnage and how 1o vead and
write and so on, he i certainly cowm-
petent to advance to the highest possible
positions.  In these eirevmsvances while
considering a  wniversity. 1 sincerely
trnst there will be no negleet of primary
edueation. Tn is pleasing 1o know we
have splendid technical schools in this
country that have done immense good
during the past few vears. I think they
are a credit fo our State, and that they
have been the means of tarning ont
splendid weehavies and useful citizens,
I did not intend to speak on this meas-
ure at all, but T feel it is of sueh vast
importance that it is advisable every
hon member =hould express his senti-
ments in regard to 3. With the mem-
her for Cue I regret this measure was
not introdueeed at an ealier stage in the
session in order that we might have had
an opporbunity of grasping its main fea-
fures. | know the Premier will say
there is ample time in whieh to discnss
it, but I maintain there is not. \We know
the session musi terminate very guickly,
anmd thai the moment the seeond reading
af the Bill is paszed wo will go into Com-
mittee. afier which we shall have no oppor-
tunity whalever of wrasping the salient
features of the measure. And, after all,
to us the salient features are in connee-
tion with 1he management of the Uni-
versiy. It -has been sugoesied we shonld
have it abselutely under State control, |
somewhat favowr that if it is possible
to make il a State University, | wonld
even o sa far as te =ay i ns we are
providing =0 much monexy we  should
make it o free University. But we have
no time to enter into diseussions of the
details of this measure, at this siage,
and therefore we might eommit a vital
error. 1 am told the management is
really the mast liberal in the Common-
wealth, that indeed it is the maost lib-
eral in the world. bnt T have had no
opportnmity of looking into the matter
for myself.  Anyhow, we know the Sen-
ate is to ennzist of 18 members. and that
one-third of these are {0 be appointed
by Parliament: that any statotes eon-
firmed by Convoeeation and the Senate
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can be aumulled by Parliament it Parlia-
went deew< tit.  Consequently there ig
no doubt we have a controlling influence
in conneetion with the University, And
now. rather thau eavil over this sues-
tion, it is my mtention to support the
Bill and endeavour to place it on the
statute-book.  Of cowrse if, in Commit-
it can be shown that alterations
should be made, and these alterations
venmnend themselves to me, | shall be
pleased to support them. but at this
stage [ have risen merely to give my
opinions as briefly as passible in eonnee-
tion with this watter. and to zay it is
my intentiun to suppert the wesfablish-
ment of the University,

{en,

[The Depaty Spesker took the Chair.)

Me. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): My main
object in addressing myselt o this ques-
tiem to-night is 1o express vegret that it
should e necessary to the HKill
thirongh all Hs siagzes at this sitting in
order. to supply work for another place,
Morve partienlarly do 1 rewrei that faet
hecause the member tor Brown Hill, who
thrangh circumstutees over which he has
no control iz compelled to be ahsent this
week from his Parliamentary duties, is
thns unable o confribute what I think
would have heen a valuable address in
connection with this measure. hat lhon.
member is ame of the mewbers of the
commission which inguired inte and re-
ported on thiz matter, and with tle other
menthers he was instrumental in present-
ing the Rill we have nnder eonsideration,
L anticipated that hou. wember wounld
have an oppoertunily of expressing his
views on this yuestion, and while I believe
he would have agreed with the measure
practically in ioto, ver there are one ov
two poimls on whieh he differs from other
members of the commission—not vifally,
nof fo the extent of prevenling or even
interrupting the passage of the Bill; but
he would have heen able to enlighten lion,
members on some points in respect to
which we are not follx informed, Hon.
members muost recognize that althouzh the
Bill was introduced someihing like four
months ago, we have had no opportunity
of wsivine it that eonsideration which its

Piiss
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imporiance warrants; not because the
time has not been suflicient, but because
we have had the other measures which
have kept us very busy. We have been
sitting tour days a week giving considera-
tion to matters of great importance. 1
amn sure there is no member in the House,
although some have criticised the details
of the measure to some exrent. who does
not vecognise the time has arrived when
we should establish a university in West
Australin.  And while we may differ to
some exten! In rvegard fo the question of
control, vet rather than sei back this move-
men{ for the establishment of a university
there is no member who would nor waive
any minor ohjeetion lie may have to the
passage of the Bill. OF rourse we recop-
nise that once the Bill is placed on fhe
statute-book there will be great diffienlty
in making any amendments in regard 1o
the control of the university: but. he that
as it may, we must recognise that the
eontrol as provided in the Bill is certainly
more liberal than that of any other uni-
versity we know of in the English speak-
ing world. While that is so. and while
there will be very little danger recarding
the eontrel of this institulion for a num-
ber of vears. yet in the course of time—
owing to the number of graduates who
will have passed through the University
becowing permanent members of convo-
eation and thus praetically controlling the
institution-—there is a possibility of that
institution taking a conservative view of
things. Beecause thuse who have passed
through the University wili endeavour to
maintain the methods of the insiitntion
as nearly as possible in keeping with the
conditions that prevailed when ther were
passing through., and thus bring about a
conservative vezime not fully tending to
the benefit of the people. Dealing with
the advantages of snch an institution I
desire to say T am afraid we ave goine
to make the same mistake a= has been
made in other parts of the world in eon-
nection with universities. Tmmediately o
person enters a university he is generally
regarded as having removed himself from
the rest of the world; he must be isolated
from the people, he must have his own
sports grounds, he must he kept aloof
from the common herd. The Premier may
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smile, but it is a fact. T have heard it re-
peated over and over azain by thuse who
are authovities an the question, thuse who
have had something to do with the bring-
ing about of the near approach ot the
ex{ablishment of this parlienlar institu-
tion. The buildings must be so situated
that the students can feel that everything
within the four corners of the grounds
is theirs; they must be able lo have their
sportz to themselves, they must not come
into free coutact with the people. And
heve. T think. is the great danger of this
University. If edueation is going to have
any benefit from the State point of view
the peaple who pass through the Univer-
sity must keep in elose contact with the
rext of the peuple: they must feel with
the rest of the people the hardships those
people sare going through, and that the
advantages they are deriving From this in-
stitufion are provided in order that those
students may be the hetter fitted to give
their assistance to the development of the
State, But if they ave going to be kept
aloot from the rest of the people they will
wet into but a {oose touch with the aspira-
tions of the people. Tlws we find the diffi-
culty referved to by the member fur Pil-
bara iz rought abont by that very faet.
The students in the universities of the
Fastern States lose touch with theiv eom-
rades outside, and when an indnstrial dis-
pute avises those students, not being in
close toneh with the industvial affairs of
the State. do not vecognise the seriousness
of the step Lhey take when they come oui
and assist one side or the other in sueh
dispute. We decl them up in special gar-
ments that they may be recognised ax
=amefhing superior io the ordinary peo-
ple. I elaim that if the taxpavers’ money
is to be utilised for the purpose of edu-
cating those students—because Lhere s
not a single individual in any university
who pays full value for the education he
receives—the student is oniy a unir in
the community and should not be re-
garded as in any way better than his
fellow man, That briuvgs me to the ques-
tion of fees iu eonnection with the insti-
tution. The opinion is held by a number
of people that the students should be ad-
mitted without any fee. 1 do not know
after all that 1his is the hetterr prineiple;
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hecause it must be recogmised that if we
are going to have free admission to the
university we must have also free second-
ary schools. And | wanl (o ask the (iov-
ernment and those people who claim rhat
admission to the University should be free,
are we in a position to provide seeondary
schools 0 all parts of the State in order
to permit children to pass from the pri-
mary to the secondary school, and so on
to the University, without any charge
whatever? T am douhtful if we ean hear
such a cost.  And it must be remembered
that a student could not enter the Uni-
versity unfil he had advanced consider-
ably in his teens. That being the ease
the poor man, the man straggling in our
prin:ary industries. the man who is to-
day developing owr agrienltural indus-
try. orr he who is to-day developing our
mining industry. could not possibly af-
ford tn keep his child at sehool suffi-
cienlly long to enable that child to pass
from the primary to the seeondary sehool
and eventually to the University, even
although no fees were demanded, for
long before that time the child would be
vequired to assist the bread winner. So,
after all, it is only likely to be open to
these who ean pay the small feex de-
manded. and T do not think it will be
any greal hacdship upon these peapie,
for the fee will be so small that it ecan-
notl be claimed that {hose paying it are
recompensing the State for the edunea-
tion received through an institution of
this kind. There is a lot to be said
for and against the charging of fees,
and personally 1 am not eonvineed that
it would be wise to ask the taxpayer. who
on  many oeeasions has to take his
¢hild from sehool just when the child is
making some headway in the primary divi-
sions, and when that child is, perbaps, only
14 years of age. fo assist him in providing
bread for the rest of the children, and
possibly for the parvenis as well. That be-
ing the case. the University. nothwith-
standing free entry. will uot he open to
the same extent to the ponr person as to
the man of some wealth. Someone has
said the Uwiversity is. after all, only a
glorified technical sehool. T do not know
that that is any preat ohjeciion. 1 am
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doubifnl it there is any class of edueation
of g0 mueh value, from the State point of
view, as that firnished in the technical
schools already in existence in West Aus-
tralia.  If the University is a pglorified
technical sehool it is evident that those
people who pass through the University
should lend some valuable assistance to
the development of our industries.  The
person who passes through the University
and merely becomes an M.A. very fre-
quently turns his attention in sueh diree-
tion that he is of little value to the State;
bui the person who has passed snceess-
fully through a technical school, as it ex-
ists to-day. is of some benefit to the State
as well as in himself, becavse he turns
his attention to the development of the in-
dustries which mean so much to the well-
being of the State as a whole. If the Uni-
versity is not going to be of lasting benefit
to the whole of the community we are not
warranted in passing an Act of tins kind,
wlrich will mean a continual payment of |
at least £13,300 per annum for upkeep.
I£ 1t is merely making persons who attach
doector to their name, or M.B. or M.A., and
then leave the State to twn their abten-
tion to sume caliing in some other part
of the world, then the people of this State
ave not receiving the benefit from that in-
stitution that they should do. The man
who ean really speak nice English or write
a niee hand is not the individual who is
woing to do the most for this State. I
have known many a man who knows very
lit{le about the ¥Knzlish language, that is
from the standpoint of speaking nicely,
vet who has heen of great advantage to
the State. To-day T am doubtful if we
will find many professors outhack clearing
our land and doing much towards the
permanent welfare of the State. They
iwrn {heir artention in another direction
which may be necessary, in a large mea-
sure, We want men to come out of the
Tniversity. men of science. who will be of
the oreatest benefit to us, men who can
turn their attention in other directions and
probably become inveniors. and thus be of
lasting ‘benefit to this eountiv. Bot our
poliey apparently is to let other Siates
have the henefit of our edueational sys-
tem. Even in the eivil service, for in-
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stauce, we are losing the best of our
aflicers; they are leaving us vear by year
to join services in other States. Only two
days ago I saw an advertisement in a
pewspaper calling for applications for a
sewerage engineer for the town of
Geelong in Viddoia, and offering 2
salary ot €LO00D per annum. Here
I suppese a person who would he
termed a zewerage expert would be paid
something bhetween £400 or £330 per an-
num for the purpose of attending to sew-
erage matters throughout the S{ate, and
yet for a town like Geelong they ave pre-
pared to pay £L000 to a man who is pro-
perly qualitted. Men who become qualified
in our University may pass inte other
States and we shall not gel the benefit
which we are eniitled 1o from onr UCuiver-
gity.  While we may disagree in some of
the delails of the measure the Premier
may recogmise thal there is not a single
man in this Chamber. at any rate (here is
nol a single wember on this side, who is
opposed to the establishment of a Tniver-
sity is Western Australin. We recngnise
the need of if. for onr educational system
is not eomplete until such an stitution is
established. and we shall render every as.
sistance we can to the (overnment in
providing the University in-order that its
doors may be opened at the earliest pos-
sible epportunity. 1 helieve there are
seores ready and anxious to enter sueh an
institution. but unless we make better pro-
vision for secondarv edueation in other
parls of the State as well as in Perth we
are not zoing to make this institution of
advantage to the whole comununity. In a
large measure. 3 University will be for the
benefit of studeuts eoming out of second-
ary seliools in the mefropolitan area, but
there are in industries in other parts of
the State boys growing np who want fur-
ther knowledgze of the scientific working
of ihose indusiries and whs eannot re-
caive the henelit of this within the met-
ropolitan  area. and unless secondary
schools are established on the goldfields
and in the agricultural centres the 'nj-
versity will be of no benefit to them.
There would be great advantage from
secondary schools established in Kalgoor-
lie and Northam. and T hope this Bill
controlling a University wil. with the as-
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sistanee ol the Government, recognise the
need fin providing suflicienl scholarships.
and  borsaries which will enable poor
children to enter the Universily without
proving a havdship to their parents. How
many childven to-day ave attending the
secondary schools except they belong to
the wealthy classes. Some of the brighi-
est of our children arve compelled to leave
the primary schools to-day imnediately
they reach the aze of 14 yvears because
their parents rvequire them to assist in
keeping the home. The only thing that I
regret in my life was being compelled 1o
leave sehool at the age of 13 years, and
T never nissed half a day at the State
sehool in my life, but the civcumstances
were such that I had to leave the school.
and there are thousands in exactly the
same position as my=elf to-day. We have
lo faee the position as we find it, the
socinl system eompels it to be the ease in
N9 cases out of every hundred, and it is
unfortunate thar it is so. We want to
vet over the difficulties as far as possible,
and it iz only by providing seholarships
and burgaries to enable the children to go
to the secondary sehools and thus to the
university that this University is going to
be of that advantage to the people that is
¢lpimed for it to-day. T trost that the
livpes expressed by the Premier and other
members will be fuolfilled in eonneetion
with the establislinent of tlis Usniversify.
but I still have a doubt whether the Uni-
versily in a few yvears will not zet inte
the same condition as the universities in
the oher States, unless the Government
will keep a tight hand on those controlling
it.  The Premier ight make provision in
the Bill that in 1he event of the Senate of
the Convocation doing anvthing that the
Governor-in-Council thinks of disadvant-
nwe from a State standpoint, 1he Govern-
ment ean step in and compel the eontrol-
linz body to do uciherwise, Parlimment
can only do that hy an amendment of the
Rill.

The Premier: The Government will have
to approve of the statutes.

My, SCADIAN: That is so, but it is
mucl the same in connection with other
boards. We have boards econtrolling other
institutions, and their by-laws are laid
on the Table of the House, vet T am
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doubttu], owing to the pressure of work
members ave ealled upon to attend tu,
whether there is one in 20 that is ever
looked at by members. The work is
being crammed nowadays, Frequently we
are fold that because we are sitting here
three days a week we are having a good
time, but if some of those whe criticise
us in that fashion would recogmise the
amount of attention that has to be given
to every Bill to obtain all the faets in con-
nection with it, and the authorities that
have to be looked up in different places,
they wonld come to the coneclmsion that
we have a pretty heavy task to give that
attention to the Bills which they reguire.
We are dealing with a Bill to-night with-
ont giving it that attention which is its
due, beeause we have been cramming other
work for the past few days. I question
whether there are five members in this
Chamber who will admit that they have
read the repert of the Commission, and
I am sure there are not three members
who have gone into the Bill clause by
c¢lanse and looked nup aunthorities and the
constitution of other universities, yet we
are expected to give an expression of opin-
jon on this question, and to pass the Bill
without further consideration. I regret
that this is the position, but it is se, be-
canse we are cramming work through
Parliament at this stage. Generally, [
say, members on this side support the
establishment of a university, and when
the Bill is passed it is to be hoped that
those responsible will not lose activeness
in the future in bringing abount the open-
ing of the institution at the earliest pos-
sible date.

The PREMIER (in reply): I must
say that I am gratified at the receptinn
this measure has received by members.
No matter whether they may take excep-
tion to some of the clauses of the Bill,
generally speaking the principle of
the measure has been supported on
both wsides of the House. I want
briefly to point out to my friend,
the leader of the Opposition, who has
expressed a fear that something may be
done in the way of the management of this
University which may tend te make it
more conservative and more on the lines
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of the Home universities, which are class
universities, to a great exteni, and per-
haps give their graduates a classical edu-
cation withont any reeognition whatever
of the needs of the scientific occupations
and industries of the country, that he
need have no fear that the university can
possibly retrogress, because the manage-
ment outlined in the measure is the most
liberal and up-to-date of its kind in ex-
istence to-day. The members of the Com-
mission were all men of weight in the com-
munity, men who have had personal ex-
perience in educational institnfions not
only at Home but in other parts of the
world, and have given some two years in
voing thoronghly into this matter. They
have inquired into the different systems
existing in other parts of the British Em-
pire and elsewhere, and they have come
to the conclusion that the modern uni-
versities that are now being established
in the old couniry, and are established in
the Eastern States of the Commonwealth,
are the universities that we should base
our university upon, and the management
which is considered by ilem to be the best
of all the sysiems they have ex-
amined into will be in foree, as ex-
plained by me the other night when
introdneing the measure, and clearly
outlined and set forth in the report.
The Senate initiates the legislation
which controls the whole machinery of the
university. That legislation has to be
endorsed by Counvoeation, and if it is
agreed between the two bodies then that
lezislation is submitted to the Governor
for his approval, so that members ean
see there is a check even there. It comes
into the hands of the Government and is
sent to His Excellency the Governor, and
after receiving the approval of the Gover-
nor it has to be laid on the Table of the
House for 60 days in order that the House
may take exception to the statutes if mem-
bers think advisable. T want to point out
to the hon. member that notwithstanding
it is abrolutely frue as he says that mem-
bers are pressed with business during *Le
session of Parliament, and have not ex®n
the time to peruse let alone study all the
papers placed on the Table, vet if the
need arises that Parliament should inter-
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fere in the management of the University
if something is being done whieh will make
that institetion unpopular and be in the
direction of a retrogressive movement,
then the hon. wember may rest assured
that members of Parliament will quickly
learn the wishes of the people in that
direction and step in and take the neces-
sary steps to reetify the mat{er.

Mr., Seaddan: Yon can only take up
a negative attitude.

The PREMIER: And disallow the ob-
jectionable statute.

Mr. Seaddan: Only disailow.

The PREMIER : That is all that is ne-
cessary.,

Mr. Seaddan: Supposing it is not ad-
vaneing as we desire it shounld.

The PREMIER : If that were so, if the
University were to Dbecome so de-
eraded——

Mr. Seaddan: Call it stagnant.

The PREMIER: That it is objection-
able to this House and objectionable to
the people the House ¢ould refuse
to pass the constitution which they enact
and send it baek with a elear intimation
of what their will is, and also amend the
very constitution of the University itself.
We have ahsolute power, and T maintain
that we do net require any further power

in this direetion than that which is set .

forth in the Bill. Then, again, let me
point out once more how liberal and how
safeguarded is the econstitulion of tha
Senate itself. We have a third of the
members of the Senate appointed
by the Governor, and we have two-
thirds to be elected by Convoeation, thal
is two who are elected by Convocalion and
one appointed by the Governor coming ny-
every vear. Where can we have a greater
power than the power to rejeet members
of that Senate who are coming up for 10
election because of the way they have
managed the institution. and to put fre<h
hlood there. Tt seems to me we are safe-
gnarding it in every way, and with these
safegnards we need noi have any fear of
allowing this measure to pass and so en-
able us to get a university established al
the earliest possible date. T regret that
hon. members should complain of having
had no Hme to consider this measure. The
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measmre in itselt is not mueh; once the
prineiple is approved, It is a machinery
Bill from first to last. Hon. members
have had the report of the Royal Commis-
sion in their hands for a considerable time.
I divected from Cabinet that each membar
should be supplied with a copy with the
Bill attached, and that was done four
moenths ago.  [f members have not read
either the report or the Bill up to the
present lime, they would not be likely to
de so even inside another 12 mounths if
fhat period were given to them for thc
purpose, 1 want to say with regard to
the remarks of the member for Cune that
notwithstanding that I am constantly
twitted as being one who wished to keep
the edueational system of this State baek,
vel. if my record is inquired into it will
be found that when I had the honour of
presiding over the Education Department
in this State for a period of three years,
whicl was perhaps longer than the term
of uffice of any other Minister of Bdu-
ealion, bon. members will find that the
educational system of Western Australin
made greater strides in thai period than
it had ever made before in its history, So
far from hon. members expressing sur-
prise that T should he the Minister intro-
dueing o measure of this deseription, they
onght {o turn back to my speech made tii
this Hounse in September, 1906, in which T
outlined what was the wish and the policy
of the Government at that time +when T
was Minister for Edueation. I said then—

We shiould have a continuous system,
a system which will enable us to pro-
mote the welfare of the child of merit.
which will enable the child who has
merit and ean pass certnin examinations
to pass from the primary schools to the
central sehools, which I hope we will
shortly establish with senior classes, and
from the central schools to the higher
arade school, wheu it is an accomplished
fact, and some day from this higher
orade school to the university. A sys-
tem whieh is without that co-ordination
of edueational agency whieh Mr. Tate
speaks so much about in his report ean-
not be effective, and cannot be eonduncive
to the well-being of ovur educational
syvstem.
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There I oatlined in a few words what was
passing through my mind at that time,
what was the policy of the Government
whiel I bad the honour to belong fo and
that whieh the passage of this Bill acecom-
plisltes. Not ounly did I outline that policy
but wow 1 am in the prond position of
being able to point out that these centrnl
sehools with the senior classes have been
established, that the secondary sehoo! has
been established and will be opened next
month, and from that higher grade school
to the nuiversity which I mentioned at
the time, I hope cur boys and girls will
be able to pass in the near future.

Mr. Apgwin: What is goiug to be the
cost 7

The PREMIER : Thirteen thonsand (ive
hundred pounds per annum,

Mr. Angwin: What will be the capital
cost to start with?

The PREMIER: I am not prepared to
say; I have no eslimate of the buildings
whieh will be necessary, bui I think
£40,000 or £50,000 at the least will he
required when we put up proper buildings
and dwellings for the professors and
teachers. The only other matter T wish
to refer to very briefly is the speech of
my friend the member for Pilbara, and T
do not for one moment want .to be vindie-
tive in the slightest degree. The hon.
member has naturally a great admiration
for the class which he is proud to repre-
sent and belong to. I ecommend him for
1t very sincerely indeed, but I do not think
that he ought to quote the faet that in-
ventors, because in the past they have not,
perhaps, in the majority of cases, been
university men, are therefore a condem-
nation of the university systein which is
recognised thronghont the civilised world.
1t is quite true that perhaps most of them
have not heen university men, but I
should like to point out that the universi-
ties of the days of the men referred to
were not of much assistance to the in-
ventors for the reason which we recognise
now that such universities would not suit
omr conditions to-day. The old style of
university eonfined its attention almost ex-
clusively to the elassies and did not take
any interest in the daily avocations of the
people of the country.
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Mr. Underwood: They had a eontempt
for the workers.

The PREMIER : They did not take any
notice of industrial pursuits or the agri-
cultural development of the soils of the
countiry, These universities would have
been of little use, in fact of no use to iu-
ventors, but the modern and np-to-date
wniversities which are outlined in this re-
port arve {lie very foundation and the very
essence of what is reguired to bring forth
and edueate our people so that they may
become the inventors of the future. I
venture to say, notwithstanding that the
member for Pilbara’s tirade against insti-
tntions of this deseription led him un-
wisely fo condemn the whole educational
system of this up-to-date period, that the
old inventors, if they could be asked to-
day whether cthey would like to have the
advantage of our modern universities,
would acclaim with one accord in the
affirmative and much better resulis would
have been ubtained in times gone by.

Mr. Underwood: What university did
Edison go to?

Mr. Scaddan: And what about Marconi9

The PREMIER: No doubt Mareoni had
a good eduecation, but that is beside the
question, and one swallow does not make
a summer. I should be sy to think
that geniuses did not exist in countries
even where perhaps no universities exist
and even if we could find such countries
to-day. The hon. member stands alone
in his opposition to this movement and
there cannot be the slightest ground for
a condemmation of the higher educational
system snch as we are seeking to establish
in our State. The hon. member in his
remarks which I was pleased tc hear,
simply endorsed the action I took up due-
ing the strennous financial peried four
vears azo, and he pointed out the faet
which is recorded in my speech that the
workers were not geiting the same ad-
vantages for their children from onr edu-
eational system as those who were in a
better position. I ¢qnite agree with the
hon, member that I do not think it is
advisable for us to-night to say that every-
thing edueationa! should be absolutely
free in this university. T agree with him
that there are n great many of onr veath
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whno ecould nat spare the time to attend the
university even if they could find the fees
of £3 or £6 per annum because their earn-
ings are reguived by the pavents in order
to assist to keep the home going, but I
do want also to point out that even if that
be so, there is ample provision for buv-
saries and scholarships, and I hope at
any rate the lectures whiel are to be de-
livered in this institntion will be free te
all eowers and that all will be privileged
to attend . tbe leetures and in that way
acquire knowledge.

Mr. Holman drew attention to the state
of the Honse,

Bells rong, and a quorum formed.

The PREMIER: I merely wish to eon-
clade by pointing out that if some of the
poorer children of our community will not
be able to devive any of the benefits from
the university by becoming students, T
hope they will always have the privilege
of attending lectures and that they shall
have in addition to that, the privilege of
attending free continuation classes which
the Minister for Edueation proposes to
establish. The secondary sebool move-
ment will go on; it has been established
Perth, and I lope it will meet with the
suceess which 1s antieipated, and that
eventually we will be able to provide for
secondary  schools  in other populous
centres, as was advocated by the leader
of the Opposiiion. T regret very much
that the member for Brown Hill is un-
avoidably absent on this oceasion, because
I know that if he was here, this project
would receive his whole-hearted support,
but the faet that his signature appears on
the report of the Royal Commission woes
to show that lie is fully in aceord with the
Bill that has been submitted to the Honze.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: T crave the right
to make a personal explanation in rezard
to inlerjections. The Premier seemed up-
set in regard to the interjections T was
making, and said that he did not inter-
Ject while T was speaking. Let me say
that when T eame to this Honse under
greater diffienlites thau any other man
who ever entered the House, the members
on the Ministerial side, on many oec-
eaxions, sent men inte the Chamber to in-
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terject in order to throw me off my argu-
ment.

Member: Never.

My. UNDERWOOD: The member who
interpects now was gne of the interjectors
then, but interjeetions never throw me off.
Members on Lhe other side know that, and
therefore they do not interject, and 1 ob-
jeet 1o the I*remier, or anyvhody else ¢laim-
ing to show magnapimity or eharify
not interjecting when 1 am speaking. [
do not mind them interjecting, and I elaim
the right to interject too.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Before the
question s put, I would like to say that
lirterjections ave disorderly, but I think
that it has been recognised for many
vears, not alone in this Parliament but in
all Parliaments, that interjections to elicit
information are necessary; and from thai
faet, I believe, interjections have grown
to become more frequent than is necessary
for the eonduet of the business of the
Honse.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Taylor iu the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

("lause 3—The University of Western
Aunstralia:

Mr, UNDERWOOT) moved an amend-
ment—

That in line 1 the word “from” be

strucl out.
The amendment was moved in the interests
of the Knglish language: the clause read.
“fpom heneeforth and for ever,” and Lhat
was absolnfely and positively nungrammati-
eal.  Ungrammatical language was not
wanted in onr Bills, especially a Univer-
sity Bill. He wanted the clanse amended
- te read simply that “there shall be es-
tablished: henceforth in the State of West-
ern Australia a University to be called
the University of Western Australia”.

The PREMIER: The clause had becen
dvafted and copied from similar Bills, not
only in the old conntry but in the Kastern
States of the Commonwealth. The exact
phraseology of this elanse had been nid-
opted in Unpiversity Bills hy the House
of Commons and if the member for Pil-
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bara was going to set himself up as a
better judge of the English language than
those who had the drafting of this mea-
sure, and those who had drafted similar
measures in other countries, he for one
was not going to-support him.

Mr. Collier: But what is your opinion
of the merits of the amendment apart
from what the House of Commons does?

The PREMIER: The amendment had
no merits, and the Committee should re-
Jjeet 1.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The House of
Commons was not going to guide him in
grammar. He had learned his grammar

as a grown up man, and had remembered -

what he had learned, but probably the
Premier who had learned his as a boy
had forgotten what he had learned, and it
was possible that the House of Commons
had also forgotten. Tautology was a
thing to be avoided, and “hence” meant
“from,” and “from henee” meant “from
from,” which was absolufely ungrammati-
cal. “Henceforth” meant “from now for-
ward.’ The word “henceforth” expressed
all it was desired to say. To use more
words than were necessary was condemned
by the best grammarians. “From hence-
forth” meant “from from new forward”
The wording of this Bill above all others
should be grammatieal.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following vesult :(—

Ayes 15
Noes 17
Majority against 2
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Johason
Mr Bolion Mr. MocDowall
Mr. Cailier Mr, O’Loghlen
Mr. Gill Mpr, Seaddan
Mr. Heltmann Mr. Bwan
Mr. Hoiman Mr, A. A, Wilson
Mr. Hudson Mr. Underwood
Mr. Jacoby (Toller).
Noks.,
Mr. Cowchker Mr. Male
Mr. Daglish * Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Davies Mr. Monger
Mr. Draper © Mr. 8. P. Moore
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Nanson
Mr. Gordon . Mr. Oaborn
Mr. Gregory Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Layman
Mr. Harper (Teller).
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Amendment thus negatived.
My, TNDERWOOD moved a further
amendment—
That the words “for ecer’” after
“henceforth™ bLe struck oul.

We could not possibly make an Act for
ever. It was not valy ungrammatical to say
“henceforth for ever,” but we wonld debar
Providence trom moving an amendment or
Time frem having a word to say. The
Premier might strike out this horribly pe-
dantic and arrogant language, and not as-
sume fhat those living at the present
motuent could deal with all time, that mere
pimples on the belly of time should lay
a thing down for ever when the very next
Parlinment could alter it.

The PREMIER: In the Aot establish-
tng tlhe Manchesier University in 1903,
and those establishing the Universities of
Birmvingham +4n 1900, Liverpool 1903,
Leeds 1904, Sheffield 1903, and Brisbane
1909, the wording was exactly the same
as that employed in this elause. The
words “for ever” would indicate to future
generations that this Parliament &t any
rate meant the University should be a per-
manent institution. Of course Parliament
was all powerful, and future Parlia-
ment conld annnl this Bill and abolish the
University, but no Parliament of British
subjects would take sueh a  refrograde
step.

Mr. COLLIER: It was a sad feature
of our methodz of eondueting business
when the Premier could not get a better
arcument than pointing out the existence
of similar words in Aets passed by the
House of Commons. What effeet would
theze words have on future Parliaments
in showing that we intended the Univer-
sitv to exist for all time? Why should
we aitempt to lay the dead hand upon
posterity? Why not put similar words in
other Bills, sueh for instanee as the Re-
distribution of Seats Bill. They would
have no possibie utility, beeause any fu-
ture Parliament wonld haveabsulule power
to close up the university. The elauses
and amendments shounld be considered on
their merits apart from the fact that in
some other States similar words were in
existence in other epuntries.  Precedent
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only meant that the dead past was govern-
ing the living present.

Mr. HOLMAN: The amendment ought
to be supported. The Premier had stated
that because certain things were done
in the past we shonld econtinue to
do them. The Minister might as well
have said our farmers should continue to
use the wooden plough beecause it was
onee a popular implement. We required
to have things made as clear as pos-
sible,

Mr. FOULKES: The Aect of Parlia-
ment passed for the Constitution of the
Commonwealth of Australia had eclearly
econveyed the sense that the people were
desirous that the Aet should remain
withont repeal. These words “for ever”
were not used in ordinary Act of Par-
liament, but were inserted in a Bill of
this sort in order to show the desire
that the University should be for ever
maintained.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clanses 4 to 8—agreed to.

Clause 9—Appointment of first mem-
bers: )

The PREMIER moved an amend-
ment—

That in line two the words “six
months” be struck out, and “one year”
inserted in leu.

Amendment passed ; the clanse as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 10 to 34—agreed to.

Clanse 35—Exemption of property
from {axation:

Mr. ANGWIN: Some of these premises
might be oceupied by officials of the Uni-
versily., in which case the collection of
rates an the premises would be per-
fectly justifiable. Would the Minister
give lhe C'ommittee some information in
regard to the clause?

The PREMIER: The efiect of the
elause would be that the property of
ithe  Tniversily wounld remain exempt
from taxation, just the same as church
property or Government schaols, How-
ever, if any of the property were to be
let for private purposes it would then
become taxable.
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Mr. SCADDAN: Would it be regarded
as used for private purposes if a pro-
fessor of the University lived there?

The Premier: No, I do not think so.

Mr. ANGWIN: Certain services would
have to be rendered by the municipality
or roads board, and he ecould not see
why the officials of the institution should
be exempt from taxation.

The Premier: The exemption will only
apply to the aetual university buildings.

Mr. ANGWIN: Still the professors
should pay their fair shave of local taxa-
tion. This was taking away revenue from
the municipality.

The Premier: As scon as the property
is leased it is taxable.

Mr. ANGWIN: Officials receiving sal-
aries and occcapying the premises ought
to pay loeal taxation just the same as
anyone else, ‘This property should be
taxed.

The PREMIER: The University build-
ings would be classed like other Govern-
ment buildings. Take the Observatory;
no taxes were paid on that building, and
no taxes were paid on the Public Library,
Museum, and Art Gallery, on the premises
of which the secretary and other officials
vesided. Tt would be an advantage to the
City to have a university established with-
in its boundaries. The buildings would
be constracted in the grounds owned by
the Senate, and the improvements to the
grounds would enhance the surrounding
properties.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 36 to 41—agreed to.

New clanse:

The PREMIER myoved-—

That the following be inserted to
stand as Clause 32:—“If the Senate
passes any proposed statute which Con-
vocation disallows or returns to the
Senale with amendmenis 1o which the
Senate will not agree, and if after an
interval of three months the Senate
again passes the proposcd stalule with
or without any amendments which have
been made by Convocation and Convoca-
tion disallows it or returns it to the
Senate with amendments to which the
Senate will not agree, then the Governor
may convene a specigl meeting of the
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Senate to consider the proposed statute
as last proposed in the Senate, and any
amendments made therein by Convoca-
tion, and any such amendments which
are afirmed by two-thirds of the mem-
hers of the Senate present ai such meat-
ing shall be deemed to be carried, and
if the proposed statute with the amend-
ments, if any, so carried is affirmed by
two-thirds of the members of the Senate
present at such meeting, it shall be
taken to be duly passed and approved
by the governing authority, and shall
be sealed with the common seal and
tranamitted by the Chancellor for the
approval of the Governor.
That was to avoid the deadloek that the
member for North Fremantle had ecatled
attention to.
New clause pui and passed,
Preamble, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—SUPPLY, £377,000.

Returned from the Legislative Council
without amendment,

House adjourned at 10.35 p.m.
1

Tegislative Council,
Thursday, 26th January, 1911.
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QUESTIONS (2)—WATER SUP-
PLIES.

Ora Bandu,

Hon. F. T. 0. BRIMAGE asked the
Colonial Seeretary: 1, Is it the intention
of the Governmeni to lay water (either
fresh or salt) to Ora Banda? 2, If so,

when?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: A prowmise has been made that an
adequate water supply for milling pur-
poses will be provided for the Ora Banda
distriet ns soon as two ¢rushing plants are
in conrse of erection in the vieinity of the
Gimlet leases, and a bond is given by the
mine-owters binding themselves for a
definite period to nse no water for milling

purposes except from the Government
scheme.
Bullfimch, Cost.
Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE asked the

Colonial Secretary: 1, What was the cost
of laying water ou to Bnllfinch? 2, What
iz the average daily econsnmption? 3,
What is the eharge per 1,000 gallons at
Bullfineh stand-pipe to consumers? 1,
What amount of water can the Govern-
ment supply per day at the Bullfinch and
Corinthian stand-pipes?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Estimated cost was £7,100. Ae-
counts Lhave not yet been completely made
up, but it is apparent that the actual cost
will be somewhat less than the estimate. 2,
2,500 gallons per day at present. 3, Five
shillings per 100 gallons. 4, 6,000 gallons
daily at each place, or 10,000 gallons daily
at Bullfineh if Corinthian is not drawing.
This capacity ean be inereased by loeal
pumping. Some shortage in discharge has
heen esperienced, due to accnmnlation of
air in mwain. This is now being remedied
and the full capacity of main will hence-
forth be available,

DAYS AND HOCURS,
ADDITIONAL,
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hou.
J. D. Connolly) moved—
That for the remainder of the Session
the Housc shall mee! for the despatch of
business  on  Tuesdays, TWednesduys,

SITTING



